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"LETTER L 
| Dean ITY | 
EFORE I left Walworth 1 pro- 


miſed, in compliance with your 
earneſt requeſt, to embrace the lei 
ſure, which this favourite retreat af- 
fords me, to give you, in writing, 
my ſentiments upon Fa irn. Togra- 
tify your deſire, and fulfil my own 

promiſe, I now fit down to write. 


I ſhall not dignify my opinion by 
the authority of theological writers; 
as you do not aſk me what others 

think, but what are the ſentiments 
of your friend whom you honor with 
your correſpondence. The opinions 
„ {J of 


$ SST SR hb 
of others may be beſt ſeen in their 
own writings, which you may con- 
ſult at your pleaſure. 


It is not neceſſary to make an apo- 
logy to you, Sir, for the frequent uſe- 
of that difagreeable letter I. yl 
tiſm i is odious; but the appearance of 
1 7s rendered neceſſary now by your 

| —- requeſt, If at any time I may ſeem 
politive, it will only be to avoid the 
too frequent occurrence of ſuch 
| phraſes as theſe: T2bink, I apprehend, 
| ä Juppoſe, T bumbly conceive, It 
* of appears do me. . .. I feel many diffi- 
culties, and therefore propoſe my 


Opinion with the greateſt modeſty. 


"OO * 


After theſe preliminary remarks, 
let us attend to the queſtion you pro- 
poſe, What is faith?“ It appears to 


- 85 


me that faith is credit given to a re- 


port. To believe is to credit what is 
.affirmed. The idea we generally 


affix to faith, in common converſation, 


is that of crediting ſome propoſition. 
And, if I am not miſtaken, faith is 
ſometimes to be underſtood in this 
ſenſe in the holy ſcriptures; particu- 
larly in the following texts M ho 
hath believed our report“? Had ye he- 
.tieved Moſes, ye would haue believed 
me: for he wrote of me. But if ve 
believe not his writings, how can 


\ſandtifiation of the ſpirit, and belief of 
_ the truth}. 


It would be eaſy to en- 
large this catalogue, but it is not ne- 
ceſſary; for in the mouth of two or 
three credible witnefles ( en word 
is eſtabliſhed. es 80 
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After'all, I readily acknowledge, 


that the holy ſcriptures do not al- 
ways ſpeak of faith in this reſtrictive 


ſenſe. As they abound with figura- 
tive language, they ſometimes give. 


an effect the name of its cauſe, In- 

ſtances of this figure often occur. 
Hence Jeſus Chrift uſes the expreſ- 
ſions, coming to him, and believing 
on him, as ſynonymous: He that 
cometh 10 me ſhall never hunger, and he 


| that believeth on me ſhall neuer thirfi®. 
Other paſſages might be quoted; but 


you do not aſk what faith means when 


it is uſed figuratively, but what it U 


r 7 5 . 


Many words are fed't in ith 
both! ina literal and figurative ſenſe. 
We ſhould be careful not to con- 


found 


John vi. 35. 1 


found the one withithe other. For 
want of attending to this neceſſary 
caution, ſome underſtand almoſt every 


cally ; others go to the oppoſite ex- 
treme, and take thoſe texts literally 


which have only a figurative mean- 
ing. Hence, in the opinion of ſome, 
Fell is an eaftern allegory; and, 


in · the opinion of others, the abſurd 


doctrine of tranſubſtantiation i is a re- 
vealed truth. 25 01 en 


3 
* 


Thave departed from my ſubject, 


.and have not time now to return. 
Lou may expect to receive, in my 
-next letter, ſome remarks upon the 
-GROUNDS of faith. 


- _For the preſent I conclude, with 
my warmeſt defires that you may 
: — 34 feel 
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thing in the divine word metaphori- 
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LETTER H. 

g | 3 My DEAR SIR, S382 15 JONES 
Embrace the earlieſt opportunity 
3 | 1 to expreſs my grateful acknow- 
ſledgments of your laſt favor, and to 
flulfil my ow] promiſe, of which 1117 

= remind me. 

> Before ſpeak of the 6RoUNDS 
of faith, permit me-juſt to mention 
the ſeveral ſources of our ideas in 
general. Senſation is the original 


Thus, for inſtance, we have ideas of 
various colors communicated to the 
mind, through the medium of the 

.eye, of ſounds by the ear, and ſo on. 
The ideas we receive by means of 
our ſenſes, may be combined and 

multiple 


* 


Ipring from whence ideas flow. 


 TETTEAFE T 
. multiplied by reflection, which is 
therefore a ſecond ſource of ideas. 
But the mind is not omnipotent, It 
cannot create. It muſt have mate- 
rials to work upon, or it can do no- 
thing. It muſt be furniſhed with 
matter before it can modify it. It 
muſt be ſtored with ſome firſt prin- 
ciples, from which, by the exerciſe 
of reaſon, it may infer others. Se. 
.condary ideas can have no exiſtence 


without primary ideas to give them 
n. 


It PRA proper alſo to 5 
that as we move in a ſmall ſphere, 
as our obſervation is neceflarily cir- 

. cumſcribed by narrow bounds, few 

things comparatively can fall within 
the compaſs of our ſenſes, and there- 

0 we are indebted to the teſtimo—- 


: ny 


ny of others for a wan part 
of our ſtock of ideas. 


But as all teſtimony i is not ere- 
dited, it is neceſſary to inquire, why: 
it is we believe ſome things that we: 
hear or read, and diſbelieve others? 
The only anſwer I can give is this:. 
becauſe,.in the firſt caſe, there ap- 
pears to us ſufficient evidence of the 
truth, but not in the latter. Faith: 
muſt be built upon evidence. With- 
out evidence there can be no faith. 
Evidence is the baſis, faith is the 
. ſuperſtructure. Evidence is the foun- 
tain, faith is the ſtream. Evidence 
is the root, faith is the branch. Evi- | 
_ dence is the parent, faith 1 is the off- 
ſpring. | Theſe things are certainly 
diſtinguiſhable, at leaſt in my opi- 
nion. It requires no great degree 
AI a of: 


| | 8 e 5 1 —— : l n 
a. Pew 20m - aa ge” — p TT ——— i | = — I% — 0 n 


at 4 
e w 


4. iE LK ll: - 
of penetration to diſcern the differ- 
ence between a foundation, and that 
which ſtands on it. For inſtance, 
that poſitive. declaration of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, * Aft, and ye ſhall receive; 
| ſeek; and ye ſhall find; knock, and it 
Hall be opened to you, is the ground 
of my encouragement in going to 
the throne 'of grace. But you will 
not, on this account, confound thoſe 
animating words of the adorable Re- 
deemer, with the eacouragement I 
experience in my mind. So the 3 ö 
atonement of Chriſt is the ground of 
my hope of future happineſs, but not 
my hope itſelf. Hope exiſts in the 
mind. Hope is the expectation of 
future good, founded upon the atone- 
ment, which, I believe, upon thc 
ner of a Chriſt made 
0 

» Mattvii, * : 
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1 . juſtice on the and 1 
tfſeventeen hundred years ago. Again, 
„ the candle, by the light of which E 
s new write, is ſupported by the can- 
dleſtick in which it ſtands: but this 
does not deſtroy the neceſſary diſ- 
tinction between the candle and the 
candleftick. So the candleſtick- 
ſtands upon the table, but the table 
is not therefore a part of the candle 
ſtick. In like manner there muſt be 
evidence for faith to reſt on, but this 
is no partof faith itſelf. Ibelieve that 
the dead will ariſe, becauſe God hath 
aſſerted it; but his aſſertion is not 
my faith. The one 1s the cauſe, the 
other the effect; and therefore he 
not to be confounded. 7 


2 1 i ob of faith is a 
propoſition, be it of what kind it 
| may; ; 
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may; this does not alter the nature 
of _ 


(Ges propoſitionsare ſelf-evident; | 
others only probable; ſome barely 
ae, others evidently abſurd. ; 


: Self-evident propoſitions we * 
Heve, whoever may aſſert them. As 
they carry their own evidence with 
them, no additional evidence is re- 
quired. Their internal evidence ſu- 
perſedes the neceſſity of external. 
Indulge me while I exemplify my 
meaning. If a perſon, noted for his 
falſehood, or his ignorance, were to 
aſſert, that three angles make a tri- 
angle, that the whole is greater tan 
a part, that two and two make four, 3 
that a Gicls i is not a triangle, nor a i | 
trian gle a ſquare, we ſhould inftant- = 


Wn 


LETT ET H by 
ly believe what he ſays if we heard 
and underſtood him; not becauſe he 
aſſerts theſe things, but becaufe his 
$ aſſertions carry demonſtration wich 
1 Wits" $1909 AEDT. 


rr pee that are vs 1 
ble, require external evidence to 
produce faith. Evidence of this 
kind ariſes generally and principally 
from the wiſdom and integrity of our 
author. It is not ſelf-evident that 
there were ſuch men as Lyeurgus, 
the famous Spartan law-giver ; Cy 
| rus, who liberated" the captives'of 
Judah; Alexander the Great, who 


vas a mighty conqueror; Arohime- 
des, the celebrated mathematician; 
Julius Cæſar, who conquered Rome; 


$ and many orhets that ne men- 5 
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tioned; Uni ore; ver pre ab 
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it may appear, as bare probability is 
not a ſufficient ground for faith, 
ſome external evidence is neceflary. 


'That is probable which is agreeable 
to the general courſe of events. The 
greater the probability, the leſs ex- 
ternal evidence is required. 


Some propoſitions are not probable, 


but barely poſſible; and in order to 
oredit ſuch the ſtrongeſt evidence is 


requiſite. It is poſſible for the God 
of nature, whoſe power is unbound- 


ed, to ſuſ pend the operation of thoſe 
ſtated laws by which he governs the JF 


world, or to reyerſe them at his plea- 


ſure. At the command of the Uni- 


verſal Sovereign the planets may 
ſtand ſtill, the earth ceaſe to roll, and 


the deep waters of the majeſtic ſea ; f 
divide, Theſe, and ten thouſand *' 
other 


i 8 
3 
S 


2 


N 


believed without the beſt authority. 
= Evidence in this caſe muſt be ba 
T ſtrong. as 


Some propoſitions are evidently 


any authority, If Thear a man ſay, 
that four is a greater number than 
fix, that an odagon is a circle, that 


body of Chriſt, that the ſame body 
is in two different places at the ſame 
time . I ſhould not believe him, 
but pol either that he underſtood 
not what he faid, had ſome myſtical 


lity, or withed to N up my 
INE 1 


other Phet, Olpe; can 
eafily accomplith, Miracles may © 
be performed; but they cannot be 


abſurd, and ſuch we cannot credit on 


A conſecrated wafer is the Many 


meaning, defigned to try my credu- 


C2 BB, 
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Faith 1 1s not an act of the — but 


of the underſtanding. Faith ariſes 


from the prevalence of evidence. 
When evidence darts its irreſiſtible 
| lighe x into the mind, It is impoſſible 
to withhold our aſſent; and when 
no evidence ſtrikes the mind, it is 


impoſſible to believe. We cannot 


diſbelieve many reports; if we would, 
the evidence of their truth is ſo ne 
erful as to command our aflent. O- 
ther truths we may wiſh to believe, 
but cannot for want of evidence 
The diſconſolate widow of the late 


Captain Pixner would have been 


C 


e ee Ne ng of the loſs 
of the HALSEWELL. But in vain 
did nature ſtruggle. . . in vain did 


her tender feelings ſtrive w- 
vain her attachment to her now loſt 
| partner 


= 7; 
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partner . . in vam her affection to 


her blooming Sabres th the devoted 
victims to inſtant death.. . . in vain 


Vere all the fondeſt wiſhes of ber 
heart. . In oppoſition to the warm- 


eft deſites with which her boſom 


„ 
„ 
heave 1e felt the power of irre- 
2 
N 
1 
n 


fiſtible 4rilth, With no more ſuc- 
ceſs could ſhe reſiſt the energy of 

evidence than the ſhipwrecked ma- 
riners the tempeſtuous winds and 
roaring billows. Every heart, not 

fteeled againſt the tender feelings of 
humanity, muſt have rejoiced if | 
news ſo affecting had See with- 
out foundation. 8 80 | 


ve Faith i is no more at the coitidital# 
of cur will than are any of our ſenſes. 
f 1 open my eyes I'muft ſee Wat 
Fan itſelf, not what I may with 

oh 235 eee 
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to behold. If I walk into the fields 
in a hard froſt, when the earth is 
covered with ſnow, I ſhall not ſee 
nature robed in her gayeſt dreſs, the 


fields decked with flowers of varie- 


gated beauties, and the meadows 
cloathed with the richeſt verdure, 
however delectable ſuch a fight 
would appear. So it is with faith; 


I cannot believe what J pleaſe, but 
what appears to me to be true. 


In ſome caſes, when a fact is aſ- 
ſerted, it may be proper to make 
theſe three inquiries. Pirſt, is it 


Poſſible? If indeed it ſhould appear, 


upon examination, to be impoſſible, 
all other inquiries would be vain. 
But many things are paſſible that are 
not probable; is it therefore, in the 
ſecond place, probable? If, upon in- 
veſtigation, it be found improbable, 

| 5 we 
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we may proceed no farther.-- But if, 


there appear ſtrong probability. as 


many things are probable that are not 


true, we ſhould go on to inquire, 


thirdly, if there be ſufficient evi- 


dence to amount to ceriainty. . 


It is proper to confidin the kind of 


evidence we want, as well as the de- 


gree. To expect the evidence-.of 


ſenſe in matters of pure faith, would 
be abſurd to the laſt degree. If I 
== were to lay, I will not believe the 
XZ Halſewell is loſt, becauſe I did not 
= ſee her fink, I ſhould prove. myſelf | 
an hardened infidel indeed! I might 
as well aſſert there is no ſuch coun- 
try as America, becauſe I was never 


there. 13 7 . | we I 4% 8 


ban” 


There are, iti is true, many things 


1 that we receive .upon the teſtimony - 
OS. © of 
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of others, that will admit of demon- 
ſtration. I may believe the truth of 
a problem in Euclid, upon the teſti- 
mony of an honeſt man who under- 
ftands mathematics, without entering 
into the ratio of it myſelf, He af- 
firms that the three angles of a tri- 
angle are equal to two right angles. I 
have an idea of an angle, a right an- 
gle, and a triangle: I know what is 
meant by the whole propoſition 
but I do not ſee how it can be. In 
this cafe, it may be, I ſhould fay to 
my friend. * Really, Sir, I do not 
« ſee how it can be, but as you ſay 
it is ſo, I take your word. I believe 
upon your authority, N 1 
6 cannot ſee with my eyes.“ Faith 
is the evidence of things not sEEN“. 
If my friend ſhould then demonſtrate 


e n x. | i 
the 


rn 23 


the problem to me mathematically, 
it would become an object of fight, 
and ceaſe to be an object of faith. 
The ſame obſervation might be made 
reſpecting a variety of truths in the 


ſeveral branches of experimental 


philoſophy. 


But many truths cannot be thus 
| demonſtrated, and it would be un- 
| reaſonable to demand what, in the 
nature of re cannot be 21 


Moſt of the FORE tur we 


believe will admit only of moral evi- 


dence, and it would be abſurd to re- 
quire phyfical, mathematical, or any 


kind of evidence * to the ſub· 
5 ject. . 


"FF evidence of the kind, that is 


ſuited 


"x | 


as LETTRR I; 
ſuited to the ſubje&, be good, it is all 
that the moſt incredulous can reaſon- 
ably require. In moſt worldly con- 
cerns men act upon teſtimony, when 
demonſtration cannot be obtained. 


In examining the evidence of a 
fact, we may conſider the character 
of thoſe who aſſert it, by inquiring 
particularly into their wiſdom and in- 
tegrity. Is it probable that they are 
deceived themſelves? are they men 
of underſtanding? are they compe- 
tent judges of the ſubject upon which 
they ſpeak? do they go upon re- 
port only, or their own knowledge ? 
are they of a credulous diſpoſition, 
and ready to give credit to old 
wives fables? is it probable that they 
defign to deceive others? do they 
agree in their evidence? do the cir- 
RY cumſtances 


SK 
2 
We 
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cumſtances of time, place, &c. har- 
monize? can they have any intereſt 
in impoſing on others? are they in- 
fluenced by envy, hatred, covetouſ- 
neſs, pride, ambition, or any evil 
paſſion, to circulate falſehood ? ma- 


ny more queſtions of this nature 


might be propoſed. And if you re- 


ceive ſatisfactory anſwers, as to their 
underſtanding and e their 
evidence is good. | 


Where there is no evidence, there 


can be no faith. Where evidence, 


on the oppoſite ſides, is equal, the 


mind is kept in a ſtate of ſuſpenſe. 


| Where the evidence on one fide is 
ſtronger than on the other, the mind 
is proportionably ſwayed. Where 


the evidence is full, faith is ſtrong, 


lt is proper, * dear friend, to Pa 


ſerve, 


\ SY ws + [SIE 24 
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ſerve, that I do not ſpeak of actua 
evidence, but evidence as it ffrikes 
the mind. For if the degrees of 
aſſent, ſo to ſpeak, were proportion- 
ed to real evidence, men in general 
would believe alike; which, we evi- 
| dently perceive, they do not. What 
is evidence to one is not to another. 
There may be evidence in fact, 
where none ſtrikes the mind. On 
the contrary, we may think there is 
evidence where there is none. Dif- 
ferent ages, diſpy/itions, abilities, and 
circumſtances, are to be conſidered. 


Confider ages: a young perſon, 
juſt entering on the buſy theatre of 
human life, fluſhed with expecta- 

tion, and warmed by benevolence, 
is ready to believe every perſon fin- 
cere who CPs friendſhip; but 


cautious 
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cautious is that perſon S0 is more 
acquaintel with the ways of men, 
whom bitter experience has taught 

that there may be a great profeſſion | 
of attachment where none is felt; 
and that the countenance may wear 


an affected ſmile of complaiſance 


where the heart is full of malevo- 


lence. The former believes a bare 


declaration; the latter requires ſome- 
thing more. 


Conſider di ſpefitions : ſome are na- | 
turally credulous, others ſlow of be- 
lief. Inſtances of the truth of this 


are too numerous to require proof or 
illuſtration. + 


Canfidas 1 a perſon; of b 
weak intellects is liable to be im- 
poſed on by ſophiſtical reaſoning; 
but one of more penetration ſees 
through 


30 LETTER I. 
through the deluſive garb of falſe- 


hood. He who ſees only one fide 


of a ſubject may believe what is 
falſe; which another detects who 
takes a comprehenfive view. 


Conſider circumftances : an honeſt 


and ſenſible inhabitant of the coun- 


try 1s more likely than a citizen to 


believe the plauſible tale of a Lon- 
don ſharper. One who lives be- 


tween the tropics would require 
more evidence to believe that the 
river Thames froze laſt winter, than 


an inhabitant of Scotland. A Dutch 


ambaſſador, I have read, entertain- 


ed the king of Siam, at his requeſt, 


with an account of the peculiarities 
of Holland; and among other things 


told his Majeſty that the water, in 
cold weather, would be ſometimes 


ſo 
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ſo hard as to ſupport men, or bear 
the weight of an elephant. To 
whom the king replied, © Hitherto 
| © | have believed the ſtrange things 
you told me, becauſe I looked upon 
© you as a ſober fair man; but now I 
am ſure you ſay what is falſe.” 


I make the ſame apology for this 
long letter, which Monſieur Paſchal 
once made, I have not time to write 

* a ſhorter.” 


- 


Yours, &c. 
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DrAR Six, 


Sit down to write now with a view 
to make ſome compenſation for 
iy prolixity of my laſt letter, by the 
brevity of this. Having freely given 
you my thoughts upon the NATURE 
and GROUNDs of Faith, I now pro- 
ceed to make a few remarks reſpect- 
ing its EFFECTS. Faith is produc- 
tive of effects. The effects of faith 
generally correſpond: to the ideas we 
form of the propoſitions we believe, 


Man is a complex being. His 
conſtituent parts are body and ſoul. 
His body is a moſt curious piece of 
workmanſhip, and the ſoul that ani- 
mates it t poliedles aſtoniſhing powers. 

D : 2 It 
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It has the power of receiving ideas. 
It is capable of being affected with 
love and hatred, fear and hope, joy 
and forrow......lIt has ability to 
chuſe, or refuſe objects that are pre- 
ſented to the mind. Theſe powers 
of the ſoul, for the ſake of diſtinction, 
we denominate the underſtanding, 
affections, and will. 


The underſtanding, affections, and 
will, are not parts of the ſoul, ftrict- * 
1y ſpeaking ; but the ſoul itſelf which 
thinks, loves, hates, chuſes.. . . The 
ſoul ts one {imple principle of opera- 
tion; and all its operations depend 
one upon another. 


All moral actions originate in the 
will- the will is influenced by the 
aſfections—and the affections are ex- 


cited 
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Cited by the underſtanding, or the 
views we have of things. We are 
influenced in our conduct by the 
force of motives; which, being pre- 
ſented to the mind, affect the paſ- 


ſions, and govern the will, Man, 


may. be compared to a fine piece of. 
curious mechaniſm, all the wheels of 
which are ſo cloſely connected, and 
fo admirably adjuſted, that if one 
move, all the reſt move with it. 

The underſtanding i is the main ſpring, 
and our ideas are its elaſticity. Every 
idea produces an effect. To ſay 
that its influence may be prevented 
by the intervention of ſome other 
object, is equal to ſaying, that when 
an idea is baniſhed from the mind 
it loſes its influence; which is what 
I readily acknowledge. If you take 
away the A from a clock, or 


D 3 1 
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the elaſtic power of the main- ſpring 
of a watch, all their reſpective wheels 
will nen 897 4 of courſe. 


Our TRAY affect the ial; the 
will, and the conduct, whether they 
ſpring from ſenſation, reflection, or 
teſtimony. 

As men are furniſhed with under- 
ſtanding and will, from whence their 
actions flow, they are properly mo- 
ral agents, and therefore accountable 
to the God that formed them, for 
the uſe they make of their faculties. 


We obſerved that faith not only 
produceth effects, but ſuch kind of 
effects as correſpond to the ideas 
we form of the reports we credit. 
This may be ſaid of all ideas. A 
miſer has an idea of wealth as his 

ſupreme 
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ſupreme good. This idea produces 
an exceſſive love of money, which 
amounts to a kind of adoration. This 
love of money influences his will to 
chuſe wealth for the principal object 
of his purſuit. His will guides his 
actions. He riſes early, and fits up 
late. He guards againſt indolence, 
prodigality, fenſuality, and whatever 

oppoſes his ruling paſſion avarIce. 
He is far from being generous, ' or 
even ſtrictly juſt. He parts with 
gold, as with his God. Hence the 
word of God calls covetouſneſs idol- 
atry*. If by fire, peſtilence, or any 
dire calamity, he is deprived of his 
wealth, he is ready to exclaim with 
Micah, Ye have taken away my gi 
Is of and what have I more f? 


+> "a 
Col. wi. 5. f Judges xviii. 24. 
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An ambitious man has an idea of 


fame as his ſupreme good; and this 
he purſues with the greateſt ardor. 


Every thing muſt give way to am- 


bition, which is his leading paſſion. 


Whatever appears adapted to gra - 


tify his immoderate love of fame, he 


adopts, Means are indifferent in 


themſelves. If vice ſeem calculated : 


to obtain his end, he will be vicious. 
If virtue appear the moſt probable 
mean, he will appear in the garb of 
virtue. Satan bimſelf is transformed 
into an angel of light*. 


| Apply theſe remarks to the man 
of pleaſure, to the ſcholar, and to 
the true Chriſtian; and I think you 


will perceive that every thing de- 


pends upon our views of things. 
f With 


ier. xi, 16: 


% 
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With reſpect to faith particularly, 
we may obſerve that theſe: obſerya- 


tions hold good. Some propofitions 


are indeed indifferent; they are 


nothing to us, whether they are true 


or falſe, and conſequently they leave 
the mind in a ſtate of indifference 
reſpecting them. But here is an 
agreement between the ſtate of the 


mind, and the nature of the reports 
we credit. The far greater part of 


common reports are of dat *. 
indifferent to us. 


| Wor Gant propoſitions particularly 


intereſt us; and they produce in the 
mind pleaſure or pain, according to 
their reſpective natures. If you are 
informed of the death. of a valuable 
friend, or an affectionate relative, 


and have reaſon to believe the in- 
formation 
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formation true, you will be filled 
with painful ſenſations; your heart 
will be wounded with grief, and 
every thing around you will ſeem to 
wear a gloomy aſpect“. If, on the 
contrary, you aretold of the recovery 
of a beloved friend, who was dan- 
gerouſly ill, and believed the report, 
your mind will be exhilarated with 
—_" 


W 1 receive any delightful 
or melancholy intelligence, our joys 
or ſorrows are in proportion to the 
degrees of evidence, and our natu- 
ral ſenſibility or ſtoiciſm. 


"(Sons ſeem fo wocdarly formed 
as to be deeply affected with the 
moſt trifling occurrences. Trifles 

doo give 

Job 1. 20. + Gen. xlv. 27, 28. 
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give them exquiſite pain, or afford 


them inexpreſſible joy; whilſt others 
hear of the moſt intereſting or alarm 
ing events, without feeling any emo- | 


tions of joy or ſorrow. 


When we ſpeak of intereſting 
propofitioms, we ſhould recolle& that 
what appears important to one, may 


not appear important, or not equally 


important, to another, Men may 
believe the ſame propofitions, and 


yet be differently affected, becauſe | 


their ideas of them differ. Or, if 
they have the ſame ideas of ſome 


particular propoſitions they believe, 


they may not operate exactly alike, 
if their views of other things are 


very different. Great allowance is to 


be made for the different characters 
of men, their ſeveral connexions in 


life, 


\ 
a 


ir vari- 


IE, 
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Dear Sir, 
Lour fincere friend. 


ous ſentiments on different ſubjects. 
Lam, 
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life, the circumſtances that attend 


them in providence, and the 
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1 Sm, 


Did intend in this 88 to point 
out the importance of Faith in 
Chrif, taking the reafonableneſs of 
it for granted, But as you particu- 
larly deſire me to conſider its Rx ASox- 
 ABLENESS, your will ſhall be law. I 
know nee well eſtabliſhed in fp 


e cannot aſk . 7 own 
ſatisfaction. But as it is the duty of 
a Chriſtian to be able to give a reaſon 
of - the hope that is in him, to every one 
that aſketh it of him, it would be 
wrong to refuſe the requeſt of a 
friend. 


By 


* 1 Peter, Ni, 15. 


48 r 
By faith in Chriſt, I mean faith in 
the teſtimony of Chriſt, or a full 
perſuaſion of the truth of what he 
taught, properly underſtood and ful- 
ly realized in the mind; the reaſon- 
ablenefs of which ariſes from the 
gs of the eee | 


Jeb Chrit taught cla 120 was 
the Meſſiah“. The evidence of 
this we ſhall firſt conſider, as it lies 
at the foundation of the whole ſu- 
perſtructure of evangelical truth. If 
ve can prove this fundamental doc- 
trine, other doctrines muſt be ad- 
mitted as neceſſary conſequences. 
HFave we then evidence ſufficient 
to _ that Jeſus Chriſt is the 

Meſſiah ? 


* 


* John iv. 26. 
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Meſſiah? This ſhort queſtion fully 
ates the ſubje we are now to con- 
fider. But it is too copious for a 
letter; I ſhall therefore give you wy 
a faint ſketch. 


Before I enter on the poſitive 
proof, permit me to make two or 
three preliminary obſervations. 


About the time of the birth of 
Chriſt, the Meſſiah was expected. 
This is intimated in many parts of 
the New Teſtament“. The fre- 
quent inſurrections of the Jews at 
that period, under impoſtors who 
pretended to be the Meſſiah, are a 
proof that the Meſſiah was common- 
| ly expected, The Jews, dazzled by 
Es, the 
by Lake li. 25, 26.—iii, 15.—XxiXx, 11. 


John i. 19.—25.— vi. 14x. 24. Acts 
xXXvi. 7. | | | 
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the falſe glare of worldly grandeur, 
looked for a temporal deliverer, in 
conſequence of the ſublime imagery 
which the prophets ufed, in the true 
ſtyle of eaſtern poetry, to deſcribe 
the perſon and kingdom of our Lord. 
The Samaritans likewife expected 
the appearance of Chriſt, and they 
apprehended he would be a prophet 
as well as a king“. It appears from 
ſome remarkable paſſages in Joſe- 
phus, Philo, Tacitus, Suetonius, and 
other ancient hiſtorians, that there 
was an expectation even. in the 
heathen world, that the defire of all 
nations} wasabout toappear; to which 
many ſuppoſe there is reference in 
Virgil's fourth Eclogue, on account 
of the ſimilarity, in ſeveral ſtriking 
particulars, between the deſcriptions 
* ſohn iv. 25. 29 42. f Hag. ii. 7. 
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LETTER N. 38 
in the Pollio, and thoſe of the pro- 
Pbets, when they repreſent the glo- 
219us : 5 re1gn of the Meſſiah. 133 


The e of Chriſt + at the 
time he really appeared was rational, 
becauſe well founded, It reſted en- 
tirely with God whether he would 
ſend a Saviour at all or not; and 
therefore his poſitive will can only 

be known, with certainty, by an ex- 
Preſs revelation. The time likewiſe 
of the Saviour's advent depended 
upon the ſovereign pleaſure of Jeho- 
vah; and on this account there could 
be ns reaſonable expectation of the 
Meſſiah at one period any more than 
another, unleſs God had condeſcend- 
ed to point out the particular time, 
which we find from the holy ſcrip- 
tures he was pleaſed to do. The firſt 
. „ promiſe 
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promiſe of the Redeemer was made 
in Paradiſe, ſoon after the fall of our 


firſt parents, and was conveyed in 


general terms. The ſeed of the 


woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's 
head“. This promiſe was repeated, 


with the addition of particular cir- 


cumſtances, to Abraham, Iſaac, and 


Jacob. To Abraham God ſaid, In 


thee and in thy ſeed ſhall all the nations 


of the earth be bleſſed fand in Iſaac 


ſhall thy ſeed be called. Of the chil- 


. dren of Iſaac, Jacob was elected to 


be the anceſtor of Chriſt, according 
to the fleſh. Hence it is written, 


Jacob have I loved, and Eſau have T 


hatedg. Under a prophetic influence, 
Jacob on his dying bed foreto'd 
- Gat the Shiloh ſhould be of Judah's 

line, 


Gen. iii. 15- + Gen. xxii. 18. 4 Gen, 5 
xxi. 12. M., i. z. 3. Rom. ix. 15, 
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line, and that the ſceptre ſhould not de- 
part from Fudah, nor a laugiver from 
between his feet until he came*. Aﬀ- 
terward, at ſundry times and in di- 
vers manners, God ſpake unto the 
fathers by the prophets, who fore- 
told the coming of Chriſt, the glory 
of his kingdom, and the period of 
his advent. Divine truth, like the 
riſing light of day, gradually dif- 
played its cheerful beams, as the 
auſpicious era of the birth of Chriſt 
approached, when the ſun of righte- 
ouſneſs ſhone forth, and a flood of 
light broke in upon the benighted 
world. Several of the prophets 
pointed out the time in which the 
illuſtrious Saviour was to make his 
appearance; and upon their prophe- 
cies the Jews built their expectation. 


* Gen, xlix. 10. 


ran . 
And perhaps the ſame expectation was 
excited in the Gentile world, by the 


Greek 2 of the Old 'Tefta- 
ment. 


The Meſſiah muſt be come, whe- 
ther Chriſt be the Meſſiah or not. 
This is my third obſervation, which 
J ground upon ancient prophecy in 
connection with important facts. It 
is a fact that the Jewiſh ſceptre is 
departed, and that the la wgiver of 
Judah is no more; conſequently the 
Shiloh muſt be come“. It is certain 
that the ſeventy-two weeks, from 
the going forth of the command- 
ment, to reſtore and to build Jeru- 
ſalem, are expired; and therefore 
the Meſſiah is come, and has been 

5 3 Hows 16ut * 
Gen. xlix, 10, 
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cut off for the tranſgreſſion of his 
people“. The temple at Jeruſalem, 

built by Zerubbabel, was to be ho- 
noured by the perfonal miniſtry of 
Chrift : but this temple was deſtroy- 
ed when Titus Veipaſian; the Ro- 
man emperor, took the city; con- 
ſequently the Deſire of all nations is 
comef. The Roman empire has 
long ſince fallen, and therefore the 
God of heaven has erected his ow 
ritual kingdom? 


_ Anal appeaty, from the remarks 
juſt made, that the Meſſiah muſt be 
come, we will proceed briefly to 

point out ſome of the poſitive evi- 

dences there are, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
the Meſſiah, the Shiloh, the Deſire 
e ot 1 oy 0 


»Dan. ix. 24. U Hag. ii. 6. &C. | Dan. 
ii. 44. „„ 
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of all nations, the Saviour of the 


world. 


He not only came in the fulneſs of 
time, the time foretold in ancient 
prophecy, but in other reſpects an- 
ſwered to the piedictions of the 
Meſſiah, reſpecting his birth, life, 
miniſtry, miracles, death, reſurrec- 
tion, and aſcenſion, Compare the 


| Prophecies of the Old Teſtament 


with the hiſtory of the New, and 


you will perceive that they are in 
perfect harmony. 


The miracles which Chriſt per- 
formed prove the divinity of his 
miſſion. Hereby Nicodemus, a man 


of conſiderable eminence, and pro- 


bably a member of the grand Jewiſh 
Sanhedrim, was convinced that Jeſus 
came 


SE T-THER7 IV 
came from God*, The miracles of 
Chriſt were real, and not the effect 
of delufive art. They were of va- 
rious kinds. The roaring billows 
obeyed his voice; diſeaſes flew at 
his command; and devils ſubmitted 
to his authority. He reſtored im- 
| paired reaſon, decayed health, loft 
ſenſes, maimed limbs, fallen virtue, 
and departed life, His miracles 
were not done in ſecret only, but 
moſt times in the preſence of many 
witneſſes. They were not wrought 
ſeldom, but frequent. They were 
not oſtentatious diſplays of power, 
but the effects of the pureſt benevo- 
lence. They were ſenſible demon- 
ſtrations of his divine miſtion to thoſe 
who ſaw them performed; and on 
their teſtimony we may ſafely rely. 

e Ths 


# John iii. 1. 
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The character of Chriſt is itſelf a 
proof that he was the Mefliah. He 
was too wiſe to be deceived himſelf, 
and too good to deceive others. 
Could he, who at twelve years of age 
diſputed with learned rabbies—he 
who ſaw Nathaniel under the fig- 
tree—he who knew that money was 
in the fiſh's mouth—he, who con- 
ſounded the wiſeſt cavillers of the 
age by his learned queſtions he, to 
whom the heart of man was unveil- 
ed, and hell itſelf without a cover- 
ing could he be deceived? Impoſ- 
ſiblel—and equally impoſſibie is it 
that he ſhould deceive others. He 
had no ſelfiſh ends to anſwer; no 
pride to gratify; or he might have 
been made a king, inſtead of being 
treated with contempt. No covet- 
ouſneſs to indulge; or he might have 
enjoyed 
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enjoyed the riches of the world in 
the greateſt abundance, inſtead of 
being without a place where to lay 
his heal. He had no evil paſfions 

to ſatiate, as every impoſtor has. 

His whole liſe was free from every 
finful ſtain, and filled up with acts 
of piety to God, and benevolence to 
man. His very enemies acquit him 
of all guilt. Judas, who betrayed 
him, was one of his twelve apoſtles; 
and if Chriſt had been an impoſtor, 
or in any reſpect diſhoneſt, Judas, 
from his long intimacy with him, 
muſt have known it: but that he had 
no ſuch idea is abundantly evident 
from his own language and con- 
duct“. Pilate, the procurator of 
Tudea, a civil officer under the Ro- 
wan emperor, who through fear 
| condemned | 
Matt. xxvii. 3, 4. 
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condemned Chriſt to be crucified, 
was convinced in his own conſcience 
that he was a juſt perſon*. One of 
the two thieves, who at firſt re- 
viled him, afterward acknowledged 
his faith in the divinity of Chriſt's 
miſſion, and prayed to be remem- 
bered by him when he entered his 
kingdomf. 


Jeſus Chriſt was not only holy 
himſelf; but he ſought to make others 
holy, by his precepts, example, pa- 
rables, miracles, and death. He 
never countenanced vice in any, 
nor did he ſuffer the faults of his 
diſciples to paſs without reproof. 


The prophecies of Chriſt furniſh 
us with an argument in proof of his 


being 


Matt. xxvii. 240 1 Lake XXili. 41, 42. 
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being the Meſſiah. Future events 
are known only to God. The mind 
of every creature is finite, and can- 
not poſſoſs that perfect knowledge 
of matter and ſpirit, which is neceſ- 
ſary to enable it to aſcertain, with 
certainty, what events will take place 
hereafter. This is one of the grand 
peculiarities of deity, Hence Jeho- 
vah calls upon the falfe gods of the 
heathens to make known future 
events to prove their divinity *®. A 
veil, through which we cannot pe- 
netrate, hides things future from the 
view of mortals; but to the view 
of Chriſt futurity was unveiled. He 
foretold the treachery of Judas—the 
fall of Peter—his own death and re- 
ſurrection— the perſecution of his 
diſciples—the deſtruction of Jeruſa- 
TE lem 
„Ia. xli. 22, 23. | 
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lem the ſpread of the goſpel and 
many other events: all which ex- 
actly came to pals, and ſo verified 
the truth of the predictions. _ 


The circumſtances attending the 
death of Chriſt are worthy of our at- 
tention. There was darkneſs over 
all the land from the ſixth to the 
ninth hour; that is, according to our 
way of reckoning, from twelve at 
noon to three in the afternoon, This 
was occaſioned by a ſupernatural 
eclipſe; * a dread eclipſe, without 
'© oppoſing ſpheres from the Crea- 
© tor's frown.' As Chriſt was cruci- 
fied at the Jewith paſſover, when the 
moon was near her full, there could 
be no natural eclipſe of the ſun. 
This uncommon event confounded . 
philoſophy. When Jeſus yielded up 

DOR | his 
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his ſpirit, the vail of the temple was 
rent into two parts from the top to 
the bottom, the earth quaked, the 
rocks rent, and the graves opened. 
Theſe phenomena ftruck ſuch terror 
and conviction into the minds of the 
centurion, and thoſe who were with 
him, as forced them to exclaim, 
Truly, this was the Son of Gods. 


The reſurrection of Chriſt is ano- 
ther ſtrong pillar, on which the truth - 
of Chriſtianity is ſupported. The 

circumſtances. attending his reſur- 
rection were very extraordinary; 
and the fact itſelf, that he did rife, 
comes recommended by the ſtrong- 
eſt evidence. After Jeſus roſe from 
the dead he appeared publick- 
ly to many. Above five hundred 
| „ „ 000 
Matt. xxvii. 45—5 5. + Matt. xxviii. 2. 


% LETTER IV. 
- faw him at one time. That ſo many 
were impoſed on, is a circumſtance 


by no means credible, as it required 


no metaphyſical acumen, no diſplay 
of genius, to aſcertain the certainty 
of ſo plain a fact, for the truth of 
which they had the evidence of 
ſenſe. Many witneſſes of his reſur- 
rection converſed freely with their 
riſen Lord, and frequently ate and 
drank with him, during the forty 
days he abode on earth before he 
aſcended to heaven. The incredu- 
lity of Thomas, one of the twelve - 
apoſtles, ſerves to ſtrengthen our 
faith, as it proves that the diſciples 
of our Lord were not ſuch weak and 
credulous perſons, as are liable to be 
impoſed on by every artful tale, 
which the crafty may invent. Tho- 
mas would not believe but upon the 
fulleſt 


* 1 Cor, xv. 6. 
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fulleſt evidence; this he obtained ta 


his perfect ſatisfaction, and then ac- 


knowledged Chriſt as his Lord and 


his God*. As the diſciples had ocu- 


WS SF 


deceived themſelves; and to ſuppoſe 


that they aimed to deceive others 
vould ſhock common ſenſe. Would 
they have ſuffered the loſs of all 
worldly advantages to propagate 
what they did not know to be true? 
Would A have taught the reſur- 


rection of Au ſo ſoon after they 8 


ſaid he roſe, on che very ſpot, and 
in the preſence of thoſe who could 
eaſily have detected them, if their 
doctrine had been falſe? Would they 
have expoſed themſelves to perſecu- 


tion, poverty, contempt, impriſon- 


ment, and even death itſelf in every 


FA horrid 


® John xx. 28. 
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| horrid form, if they had not be⸗ 
lieved what they taught? Nature 
recoils at ſo ſtrange a thought! We 
muſt embrace univerſal ſcepticiſm, 
before we can deny the reſurtection 
of Chriſt, That he roſe ſrom the 

dead is a fact—a well ſupported 

fact—a very important fatt—as ir 


proves the efficacy of his ſacrifice, 


the truth of his character as the 
Meſſiah and the Son of God, and 


the certainty of the reſurreAion fo 
eternal life, 


The "IM of the goſpel is ano- 
ther evidence of its divinity, You 
know, Sir, the oppoſition it met with 
—the triumph it obtained—and the 
means of its propagation. When 
Chriſtianity was firſt taught mankind, 

it received the moſt” violent attacks. 


The 
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Tue kings of the earth flood up, and the 
rulers took counſel together, againſt the 

Lord, and againſt his anointed. The 
goſpel 'met with the united oppoſi- 
tion of princes, philoſophers, and 
prieſts, Theſe all attempted to pre- 
vent its ſpread, from different mo- 
tives, on different grounds, and by 
different means. Jews and Gentiles 

aimed at the ſame object—the de- 
ſtruction of Chriſtianity. In the 
cauſe of perſecution, Pilate and He- 
rod became friends. But notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt formidable attacks, 
tie goſpel ran and was glorified. 
Chriſtian churches were ſoon erected 
in moſt parts of the Roman empire, 
and: beyond its extenfive bounds. 
Chriftian churches were formed in 
the countries of Judea, Samaria, Ga- 
lilee, Cyprus, Crete, Pontus, Gala- 
ES tia, 
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tia, Cappadocia, Afia, Greece, and 
Italy; and in the cities of Rome, 
Cafaria, Antioch in Syria, Antioch. 
in Pifidia, Epheſus, Athens, Corinth, 
Philippi, Theſalonica, and in many. 
other cities and countries. Now to 
what ſhall we attribute ſuch amazing 
ſucceſs, under ſuch circumſtances of 
oppoſition? Does the goſpel ſuit the 
corrupt heart of man? By no means, 
Its doctrines are too humiliating for 
human pride, and its precepts too 
ſpiritual for depraved nature. Did 
the diſciples of our Lord meet the 
corrupt prejudices of the populace, 
gratify the vanity of the great, and 
palliate the vices of the rich, to con- 
ciliate their affection and procure 
their intereſt ? Far from it! Did they 
ufe fire and ſword to promote their 
cauſe? No; the weapons of their 
. warfare | 
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Warfare were not carnal, but ſpirij- 
tual. It was by manifeſtation of 
the truth they commended them- 
Telves to every man's conſcience in 
the fight of God. The ſucceſs of the 
goſpel of Chriſt can be attributed to 
no adequate cauſe, but the omnipo- 
tent energy of the holy ſpirit, which 
would not have been exerted in fa- 
vor of impoſture. The evidence 
therefore of the Meſſiahſhip of Chriſt 
ſtands upon a rock, againſt which 
the gates of hell 11 never "> able 
to P | | 


And is Jefus © Chrift the true Mef. 
Kah! ? is he a prophet ſent from God, 
to teach mankind the moſt impor- 
tant truths? then let us hear him, 
and with implicit confidence receiye 
"is. doctrines. On his wifdom and 


F 3 veracity 
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_ veracity we may ſafely rely. His 
authority is evidence. If any of his 
doctrines are inexplicable, they are 
nevertheleſs true. They ſhould not 
be rejected becauſe they are attend- 
ed with difficulties. - Are-there not 
difficulties in nature, in providence, 
and in natural religion? Can we ex- 
plain the laws of nature? can we 
diſcloſe their hidden myſteries? or 
do we deny their operation becauſe 
it ſurpaſſes our underſtanding | ? Do 
we deny the exiſtence of moral or 
natural evil, on account of the diffi- 

culties we feel when we think of their 
entrance? Do we deny the eternity 
or omnipreſence of God, becauſe 
our little minds are loſt when we 
contemplate. on theſe ſubjects? Let 
us be conſiſtent. If we admit that 

there are difficulties which we can- 
not 
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not obviate attending the laws of 
nature, the events in providence; 


and the truths of natural religion, let 


us not object to the peculiar doc- 


trines of Chriſtianity, becauſe they 


are ſuperior to our limited compre- 
henſion. Is it not highly reaſonable 


to receive the moſt myſterious doc- 


trines, if they come recommended 


by the authority of Chriſt? The 


doctrines of Chriſt are, as facte, 
clearly revealed and eaſily under- 
ſtood: but the myſtery of them not 
being revealed is no object of faith. 
What is revealed may be known, 
and what is not revealed cannot be 


credited. Secret things belong unto 


Gad: but thoſe things that are revealed 
belong unto uss. Let us uſe our rea; 


ſon to judge of the evidences of re- 


F4 velation, 
Dent. xxix. 29. 
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velation, and to know what doctrines 
it contains; then reſign out reaſon 
to the puidante of an infallible lead 
er, ever remembering that the true 
Chriſtian wALKs By FAITH, NOT 
by SIGAT?. 


Jam, 


Yours 3 &c . 
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Dzar Sin, 8 
OU have my thanks for your 
obliging favor. Your remarks 


upon the death of Chriſt, and the 
efficacy of his atoning blood, breathe 


the genuine ſpirit of the goſpel. 
And your oblervations, upon the 
uncommon. eclipſe that happened at 


our Lord's death, are grounded upon 


the moſt ſubſtantial evidences of its 


reality. I might have referred, in 


my laft letter, to. the teſtimony of 


many heathen authors, whom you 


mention, in confirmation of the truth 
of the hiſtory of the New Teſtament. 
But I thought that an ignorant cot- 
tager would have appeared in a very 


ridic ulous 


= LETTER 'YV. 

ridiculous point of view had he at- 
tempted to inftruct Hannibal in the 
art of war; and 1 had no with to re- 
alize the image of fancy by quoting | 
ry to __ | 


— 
— 


At your requeſt I fit down to write 
a few lines on the tuyoRTANCE of 
FatfHn IN cnurisT. By faith in the 
teſtimony of Chriſt his ideas become 
ours, and have an exiſtence in our 
minds. Now, as the importance of 
ideas in general is proportioned to the 
goodneſsof their tendency, let us con- = 
fider the natural tendency of the 
doctrines of Chriſt, when they are 
3 realized i in the mind by faith. 


this fabje& without a previous view _ 


of the ſtate of man. Man is not now | 
. 2. what 


what he once WAS. The whole hu» 
man race are fallen from their ori- 
ginal dignity, purity, and bliſs. In 
conſequence of our awful apoſtacy 
from God, our underſtanding is dark» 
ened, our paſſions are corrupt, and 

our will depraved, We are natu- 
rally ſeeking happineſs, but, as we 
ſeek it in wrong objects, our ſearch 
is vain, Reaſon, that candle of the 
Almighty, gives too feeble a light to 
guide our wandering feet into the 
way of peace. Nature can afford 
no remedy that is adequate to our 
relief. Such being the ſtate of man, 


- it pleaſed God, in his infinite wiſdom 


and boundleſs benevolence, to give 
us a ſupernatural revelation. But 
does this revelation point out to us 
any ſuitable relief? is it calculated 
to gratify the univerſal paſſion? is 


it adapted to make us happy? Let 


us ſee what makes men unhappy. 
By tracing out ſome of the ſources 
from whence diſtreſs flows, we may 
diſcern the exact ſuitableneſs of the 
goſpel to adminiſter comfort. 


I begin with confidering the an- 
guiſh that ariſes from a ſenſe of guilt 
upon the conſcience, Of all the 
diſtreſſes to which we are expoſed 
this is the moſt pungent. The ſpirit 
of a man may ſuſtain his infirmity : but 
a wounded ſpirit who can bear“ The 
arrows of common adverſity are with- 
out an edge in compariſon of thoſe 
pointed and envenomed darts, with 
which - guilt pierces the conſcience 
of the awakened finner. How light 
and trifling ſoever fin may appear 

Prov. xviii. 14. 
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in the view of ſome, the convinced | 
-offender looks upon it as exceeding 


finful, as the worſt of evils, and as 
his greateſt enemy. He does not 
palliate his crimes, He does not 


form excuſes for himſelf. Nor does 
he cenſure the conduct of Jehovah. 


He is convinced that the law is holy, 
juſt, and good, though he knows that 
it condemns him. He is ſatisfied 
that God is righteous, though he 
views him as his enemy.” He feels 


that he deſerves the miſery of hell, 


though the proſpect of it makes him 


tremble, The hand of the Almighty 
is heavy upon him. His arrows 


- faſten in his ſoul. He has no reſt in 
his conſcience by reaſon of his fin. 


The law thunders terrible anathemas 


in his ear: Thou ſhalt furely dies. 
mY T Curſed 


% LETTER v. 
| Curſed is every one that continueth not 


in all things written in the book of tie 


law to do them. Juſtice frowns upon 
him, and by its aw ful language alarms 
his guilty ſoul: AB hou art weighed in 
the balances, and art found wanting F. 
To whom can the awakened ſinner 
fly? where can the burdened con- 
Kience find relief? Nature is ſilent 
to theſe inquiries. It teaches us that 
It is poſſible for God to pardon fin, 
| and that it js Px obable he will, But 
no fartherdoesits feeble light extend. 
All deyond the regions of probabi- 
lity is total darkneſs. It is the goſ- 
pel only that returns anſwers of 
peace, by the diſcovery of important 
facts. The goſpel is a rich diſplay of 
| the grace of God in the free re- 
_midſiop o tin, It makes known. 3 
So Jeſus 


* Gal. jü. 10. + Dan. v. 27. 
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| Jeſus the friend of ſinners. It points 


out a way of ſalvation through Chriſt. 


It diſplays. the perfection of his 
righteouſneſs, and the divine efficacy 


of his atonement. It teaches: us 
that the merit of his ed s 


quate to the guilt of our ſin. It aſ- 
ſures us that the mediation of Chriſt 
Provides for the ſafety of the repent⸗ 


ing finner, while it maintains the 
ſupreme dignity of God's moral law, 
and ſecures the honor of divine juſ⸗ 
tice, What an aſtoniſhing plan of 
redemption does the goſpel reveal! 
what infinite wiſdom, what amazing 


grace, what” inflexible Juſtice, are 
| here diſplayed! How admirably is 


the goſpel adapted to relieve the 


guilty. conſcience! What elevated 
pleaſure, what heart-felt j joy, what : 


_ divine peace, are ſuch declarations 
G. anon 
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as theſe calculated to afford | This is 
a faithful ſaying. and woriiy of all ac- 
ceptatien, that Jeſus Obriſt came into 
the world to ſæve finners*. The ſon 
of man is come 10 ſeek and to ſave that 
_ which was loi. 'The blood of | Feſus 
 Clrift, the Son. of God, cleanſeth from 
f all fing. Come unto me all ye that la- 
vor and are heavy laden, and T will 
give you reid. Him that cometh unto 
me, Iwill in no wiſe caſt out, & c. &c. 
No ſooner are theſe animating truths 
realized by the diſtreſſed penitent, 
than his conſcience is relieved. He 
s juſtined by faith, and has peace with 
God, through our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
by whom he has rerei uud 2 Fe ge 
of the rn 


 Vnkap- 


1 Tim. i. 1 * 10. tr Joh : 
"2:4; 4 Matt. xi. 28. John 1 u. 37. 
+F OM. v. Ii. 
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- Unhappineſs: ſprings not only 
from a ſenſe of guilt upon the con- 
ſcience, but ariſes from the very be- 
ing of fin itſelf. Sin and miſery are 
inſeparably connected ; and ſo on the 
contrary are holineſs and happineſs. 
Their union is founded in nature, 
and is not the reſult of any arbitrary 
decree. The way of ee is, 
and muſt be, hard*. The ways Gf 
wiſdom muſt neceſſarily be ways' of 
Pleaſantneſs, and paths ef peace. The 
diſordered paſſions of the heart ren- 
der men unhappy, even when they 
do not break out into open acts of 
immorality. A ſtate of anarchy i Is 
always oppoſed to peace. When 
therefore the harmony of the paſſions 
is interrupted there can be no peace. 
There is no | prace to the Wicked ; they 
FRETS. 8 G2. dre 

Prov. iii. 1 5. T Prov. iii. 17. 
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are like the troubled ſea, when it carmot 
reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire and 
.airt*. It is not condition in life, 
but the ſtate of the heart, on which 
felicity depends. If the riches of 

Crceſus, the honors. of Alexander, 
andthe pleaſures of Xerxes, were to 
fall to the lot of one man, they could 
not make him happy. A ſlave to 
evil paſſions is a ſtranger to real bliſs. 
Where pride, covetouſneſs, wrath, en- 
vy, malice, or any corrupt affection 
reigns, there is certain miſery. Ho- 
lineſs then is important, as it is eſ- 
ſential to our happineſs. And faith 


in Chriſt is important, as it is eſſen- 
. 208 to our holineſs. | 


= 
* i Is 


_Here two 1 ariſe. 
W herein does holineſs conſiſt? And 
from 

17 Ifaiah lvü. 20. 
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from whence does it appear that ho- 
| lineſs is the fruit of faith in Chriſt? 
Theſe i inquiries 1 will Are r. to 
anſwer. e en eee e 3 
- Holineſs: is TG: Is fitneſs 
cirdldr ju or rectitude. Rectitude is ap- 
plicable to our thoughts, affections, 
and conduct. Rectitude of thought 
conſiſts in conceiving things as they | 
really are. All objects certain 
properties, ſome eſſential, others ac- 
cidental, which do not at all depend 
upon our thoughts. They are che 
ſame, whether we think of them or 
not. If we do think of them they 
remain the ſame, whether our ideas 
are right or wrong. If you think 
white is black, ſweet is bitter, dark - 
neſs is light, or evil good, you think 
wrong; you want rectitude of thought, 


G 3 tor 
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for there is no agreement between 
Four ideas of theſe objects and the 
objects themſelves. Apply this 
idea to religion. Truth is immuta - 
ble, and does not depend on the 
precatiouſneſs of human thought. 
Re ctitude of heart conſiſts in ſuch 
exerciſe of the paſſions as is ſuited to 
the nature of the different objects 
with which they are converſant. 
That which is amiable ſhould be 
loved, and that which conduces to 
our real happineſs ſhould be deſired. 
Evil only ſnould be hated, good only 
ſhould be loved; for if we hate what 
is lovely, and love what is odious, or 
defire what is injurious, and fear 
what is beneficial, there is no cor- 
reſpondence between our affections 
and the objects on which they are 
placed. Rectitude of conduct con- 
= ſiſts 


4 N N 4 8 


tions of an intelligent being, and the 


circumſtances that attend him, and 


the relation in which he ſtands to 


other beings. Natute teaches us 
that there is a propriety in doing to 


others as we would they, in ſimilar 


circumſtances, ſhould do to us; If 
we are affluent we ſhould relieve the 
needy; for, vice verſa, if we were 
needy, and they affluent, we ſhould 
naturally think they ought to relieve 
us. If we receive a favor, we ſhould 


gratefully acknowledge it; becauſe, 


when we confer an obligation we 


reaſonably expect to ſee ſome token 
of gratitude in them on whom it is 
conferred. If we are children, We 
 fhquld honor our parents; for if 
we were parents we fhould ex- 
ou our children would honor us. 
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To multiply particulars would be: 
endleſs. * . rg as NO 
meale.rid {55 
ab 3 ſubſiſts be- 
tween our thoughts, affections, and 
conduct, was illuſtrated in the third 
letter. If then our thoughts are right, 
our affections will be I" and our 
conduct ae 5 


e 
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Let us now Ban abet 1 

fairh' in Chriſt has upon-our þalineſs. 
By faith the mind is furniſhed with 
juſt ſentiments, the ſentiments of 
God himſelf, revealed in his word, 
God ſees all things as they really 
are. No diſguiſe can conceal the 
nature of any object from his all- pe- 
netrating eye. He who made all 
things, maſt neceſſarily be intimately 


acquainted 
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acquainted with all cheir reſpective 
eſſences, tendencies, operations, and 


effects. All his ideas are the exact 8 


repreſentations of objects. His views 
of himſelf, of Jeſus Chriſt, angels, 
men, devils, heaven, hell, the world, 
and all things, are juſt. The Holy 
Scriptures, given by inſpiration of 
God, contain his juſt ſentiments; and 
rſtand and believe 
them, they exiſt in our minds. Then 
our thoughts are holy. Holy thoughts 
excite holy affections, and holy af 
fections terminate in holy conduct. 
To illuſtrate chis let us contemplate 
the character of God himſelf, as it is 
drawn in his word. God is repre- 
ſented as the ſupreme excellence, the 
ſupreme good, and the ſupreme be- 
nefactor of man. A fight of God as 
the ſupreme excellence will produce 
1 a ſu- 
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reme: eſteem of him in o 
bead. What appears excellent we 
always efteem, and our eſteem is pro- 
lence which we diſcern. | Conſe- 


God, our eſteem of him will riſe far 
ſuperior to that which we feel to- 

wards any other being. Now the 
excellence we eſteem we wiſn to poſ- 
ſeſs. Our eſteem of God therefore 
will make us deſirous of being like 
him, and ſo animate us to obey bis 
moral law, which beautifully exhi- 
bits his moral excellences. The 
moral law is founded in the nature 
of things. It requires what is con- 
ducive to happinefs; It nn 
what 1 Is pry of min 8 


1 we rally believe thar God 1 


Our 


quently, if we have juſt vievs of 
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our ſupreme good, the de ſires of our 
be our language: Whom have I in 
heaven but thee ? and there it none up 
earth that I defire befide then. My 
foul thirfteth for Gad, for the living 
God+. Lord; lift thou upon nt thie 
light of thy countenancetF: - . . All men 
deſire what they think neceflary to 
make them happy. The fupreme 
good is the point to which every 
one tends. But in opthin g are men 
more divided than in their ſenti- 
ments reſpecting the ſupreme good. 
Some place it in action, others in 
reſt: ſome in riches, others in ho- 
nors; ſome in pleaſures, others in 
learning. Moſt place it in that in 
which it does not confiſt, That is 
* Ones popd, the poſſeſſion of 
which 

* PC Ixxiti. 25. Pf. Ai. 2. f Pf. iv. 6. 
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which will make us happy—happy 
in the whole of our nature—happy 
under every event in providence 
happy in every ſtage of our exiſtence. 
This cannot be ſaid of any earthly 
good. This cannot be ſaid of any 
creature. It is applicable only to 
the bleſſed God. He only is equal 
to our felicity. His favor and pre- 
ſence conſtitute our higheſt good. 
In his favor is life“; and his loving 
kindneſs is better than life, and all its 
enjoy ments. The enjoyment of God 
therefore is eſſential to our happi- 
neſs. If then we are fully con- 
vinced of theſe ſcriptural truths, the 
inſufficiency of the creature, and the 
all- ſufficiency of God, to make us 
happy, we ſhall ſeek to enjoy God. 
This is natural. Put how can we 
oY enjoy 


* Pf, xxx. 5. 


holy; and likeneſs is eſſential to 
communion. What fellowſhip hath 
righteouſneſs with unrighteouſneſs ? and 
what communion hath light with dark- 
neſs ? and what concord hath Chriſt 
withBelial* ? If ue ſay that we, have 
Fellouſhip with God and walk in _ 
neſs; we lie and do nat the'truth+. If 
we would enjoy God we muſt be Lowe 
him, we muſt be holy. For without 
haolineſs no man ſhall ſee the Lord}. The 
more then we defire to be happy in 
the enjoyment of God, the more we 
ſhall ole to be holy, in heart and 
life, - Sh 11255 „ bos 
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\h hat more: God i is our >reateſt x 
benefactor. .- Every: good gift and 
every. perfect gift is from above,. 
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and cometh down from the Father of 
tights, with whom there is no variables 
neſs, neither ſhadow of turning®, God 
has vanouſly diſplayed his goodneſs 
in the works of nature, the difpen- 
lation of his providence, and the 
operations of his grace. To his 
Kindneſs we owe all the good we 
have enjoyed, all the mercies which 
now ſurround us, and all our hopes 
of future bleſſedneſs. The goodneſs 
of God is beautifully diſplayed. in 
His word, which teaches us that he 
- isthe ſpring of all real good. Faith 
in the divine. goodneſs is the ſpring 

of gratitude, and gratitude is the 
ſpring of obedience. This is the ge- 
nuine language of gratitude; Lord, 
wut ſhall Irender to thee, for all thy be- 
nefitstowards me? Accept, O thou beſt 
„ 


2 James i. ). 4 Pſ. exvi. 12. 
. 3 / 


of beings! eee home of my . : 


heart, — the devotion of I life. 


With a view to W bolinels 5 
1 e of God addreſſes our reaſon 
and our paſſions. It reaſons with us 
on the evil of fin, and the importance 

of holineſs. It points out the odiouſ · 
neſs of fin, and delineates the beau- 
| ties of holineſs. Sin is repreſented 

as the fruitful parent of all evil. Sin 
baniſhed the rebellious angels from 
the abodes of bliſs, expelled our 
fallen parents from the garden af 

Eden, drowned the old world, de- 

ſtroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
will fink all the finally impenitert 

Into the pit of everlaſting miſery. 
But no where does the evil of fin ſo 
ſtrikingly appear, as in the ſufferings 

and death of . Had ſin been 

| a Mat- 


rr 
a matter of indifference, the death 
of Chriſt would not have been neceſ- 
ſary to atone for it. Had not God 
hated ſin with a perfect hatred, he 
would have ſpared his own Son, whom 
he tenderly loved. But while God 
diſplays the richeſt grace in the ſal- 
vation of the guilty, he awfully mani- 
feſts his abhorrence of iniquity, in 
thoſe bitter ſufferings which Jeſus ; 
endured, to redeem us from all ini- 
quity, and 10. purify - unto himfelf 
aà peculiar people, ⁊calous of good 
works“. Can we realize the evil 
of, fin, and not deteſt it? Can we 
deteſt it, and yet not ſeek deliverance | 
ue its power? | | 


10 hey bn of holineſs ſhines in 
the life of Chriſt, ſo the importance 


* Titus ii. 14. 


Dr © 
of it is manifeſted i in his death. For 


if holineſs were not inconceirably 
precious in the fight of God, is it 
imagi nable that he would have given 
up his own Son to ſufferings and 
death, 20 declare his righteouſneſs that 
he might be juft, and the juſtifier of him 
that believeth in Jeſus*? If then we 


have the ſame ideas of holineſs as 5 


God has, if it appear to us ſo lovely 
as it does to him, we muſt love it 


from a neceſſity of nature, and con- 


ſequently ſeek to be holy” even as 
God 1 18 holy. k , , gs ? 0 - 


Finally, the gebar 6 of Chriſt ad. 


dreſſes the ſtrongeſt paſſions of the 
heart, our fears, our hopes, and our 
love, by revealing ſuch objects as 


are proper to excite them. 
7 1 alarm 


Rom. ii ii, 26. 
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alarm the fears of men by the prof- 
pect of evil, and ſo keep them from 
the practice of fin which leads to it, 
we are told that an inviſible eye 
ſees all our works of darkneſs— that 
an unſeen hand records all our ſecret 
faults that we muſt all ſtand before 
the judgment; ſeat of Chriſt, to give 
an account of all the deeds done in 
the body, whether they are good or 
bad —and that finners will then be 
ſentenced to everlaſting deſtruction 
from the preſence of the Lord. The 
word of God in a manner opens the 
pit of hell to the view of the ſinner, 
and fhews him what muſt be his por- 
tion for ever, if he die in fin and ig- 
norant of religion. Hell is painted 
in the moſt black and frightful co- 
88 The boldeſt i images are uſed, 


ſuch 
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ſuch as convey the moſt recrible and 


nn truths. 


But fear is r | 
is addreſſed. Some paxts of the di- 


vine word are adapted to excite 


hope. We are taught that the righte- 


ous are the objects of God's peculiar 
love and care on earth, and that he 


| hathrefervedforthemeternal bleſſad- 
neſs in heaven. To deſcribe the fur 


ture felicity of the righteous, the moſt 


employ ed. But after all, our bright- 


eſt and moſt enlarged ideas fall i ins 
finitely ſhort of the glorious. reality. 
Here indeed we ſee but in part; we 


know but in part. This we know. 
by the affiſtance of reyelation, that E 


the happineſs of heaven will be ſuit⸗ 


ed to our nature, equal to our de- 


H 2 fires, 


r3- 
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fires, and durable as our being. In 
God's preſence there is fulneſs of 
Joy, and at his right-hand there are 
pleaſures for evermore. Now every 
one who hopes for ſuch exalted and 
eternal bliſs, purifies hi aber even as 
God i is pure®, | 


- The cofpel is likewiſe well cal- 
culated to inflame the heart with 
love to God and the Redeemer. For 
where have we ſuch diſplays of love 
on their part to us as in the goſpel? 
God ſo loved the world as to give his 
SonÞ zand Chrift fo loved us as to give 
himſelf for ust. Is it poſſible to rea- 
lize ſuch love, and feel no emotion of 
love in our breaſts? Shall we reflect 
on the miſery from which we are de- 
livered—the eternal happineſs which 
3 we 
2 John iii. 3. 1 John iii. 16. f Eph. v. 2, 
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we have in proſpect—and the means 
by which our falvation is accom- 
pliſhed—and not love the amiable, 
the adorable, the compaſſionate Sa- 
viour? Are our paſſions frozen to ice, 
and ſhall not ſuch love diſſolve us in 
a ffection? Are our hearts hard like 
adamant, and ſhall not ſuch tender 
compaſſion foften them? Now if the 
love of Chriſt be ſhed abroad in the 
heart, we ſhall be: conſtrained to 
grateful obedience. It will cut us 
to the heart to ſin againſt ſuch love. 
To open the wounds of the Son of 
God afreſh, and cauſe his blood 
again to run down his pierced fide, 
will be to plant a dagger in our own 
breaſt. the contrary, every act 
of obedience to ſuch a friend will 
open to us a ſource of delight, when 
we are influenced by divine love. 
- Hz. I now 
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portance of faith in the ſeaſon of ad- 


vetfity; the day of W * 2 
the hour of death. fag 


The goſpel is etrcallninuly ſuite 
to ſupport the mind under the com- 
mon afflictions of life. I call thoſe 
oommon afflictions to which men in 
general are expoſed. All the deſcend- 
ents ef Adam ard Children of ad- 
verſity and heirs to ſorrow. Man is 
born to tfouble as the fparks fly up- 
wand. Man that is born of a wo- 
man 15 of ftw days, and full f trouble+.- 
He meets with afffiction in every 
ſtage of liſe. His childhood and 
youth are vanity. His manhood is 
4 ſeries of care; toil; and diſappoint- 
merit, And old age is 2 ſcene of 
1 59 _ pains, 


bbs. 7. (hon. 1. 
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palns, infirmities, and difeaſes. The 
life of man, in conſequence of fin, is 
2 continued ſucceſſion of ſorrows. 
When one affliction is paſt, another 
comes forward to ſupply its place. 
One wave of trouble rolls in up 
another. Sin is the fruitful parent 
of every calamity. Sin has- con- 
verted the fruitful land into a barren : 
wilderneſs. Sin has inveſted theſe : 
regions of our abode with clouds and 
darkneſs. When ſin obtained ad- 
mittance into our world, it intro- 
duced with it a long train of evils, 
which have covered the whole earth. 
As long therefore as we continue in 
this imperfect ſtate, the refidence of 
fin, we ſhall be expoſed to afffictions. 
In this reſpect the righteous and the 
wicked are alike. - The fanie-cdtii- 

mon incidents befal both. Many are 
„ | the 
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the afflitions of the righteous*. They 
are ſurrounded with evils for the trial 
of their virtue. They are exerciſed 
with afflictions to brighten their 
graces. They are tried in the fur- 
nace to purge away their droſs. The 
moſt exalted piety is no ſecurity from 
many common calamities. It is not 
the privilege of the. beſt of men in 
this vale, of tears to taſte unmingled 
ſweets, Uninterrupted enjoy ment 
is the peculiar felicity of celeſtial i in- 
| habitants. The preſent life is at 
5 beſt a chequered ſcene. It is an er- 
Tor to ſuppoſe that the path to glory 
is ſtrewed only with roſebuds of de- 
light. | It is through much tribulation 
we muſt make our way to the para- 
diſe of God. We are not to walk 


As 3 in flowery paths, in verdant 
lawns, 


ze | pf xxxiv. 19. 
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lawns, and in green meadows, by 
purling ſtreams, whoſe gentle mur- 
murs ſoothe our cares, and inſpire 
' tranquillity of mind. We muſt ſome- 
times traverſe the bleakeſt moun- 
_ tains, dreary waſtes, inboſpitable 
deſerts, and be expoſed to the in- 
clemencies of the weather, the re- 
volution of the ſeaſons, and a change 
of climate. The human body is li- 
able to innumerable pains, diſorders, $8. 
and infirmities. The mind may be 

oppreſſed in conſequence of loſſes 
in trade, diſappointed expectations, 
and the imperfections of ſociety. 
Sometimes the loſs of real friends, 
and the treachery of pretended 
friends, wound the mind. At other 
times the mind ĩs affected by the 
diſtreſs of friends, and the triumph 
of enemies. T heſe and ten thou- 


ſand 
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ſand other cauſes excite painful feel- 
ings. So that if we confider man 


as an individual, or as connected 


with ſociety, in each capacity we 
Thall perceive that he 1 1s web to 


| Affletions. 


How great were $64 trials ſome 
good mefi were called to endure, 


. whoſe names and afflictions are re- 


corded in ſacred hiftory! Adam 
mourned the loſs of a ſon flain by a 


brothet's hand. Jacob exclaitned 


in the Bitterneſs bf ſoul reſpecting A 
darling child: An evil beaft hath de- = 


voured him; Foſeph is without doubt 
ent in pieces. .. Joſeph is not, and 
Simeon is not, 410 ye will take Benja- 
min oY. All theſe things are againſt 
* Joſeph felt the > cruelty of 


brethren, 


* Gen, xxxvii. 32. Ai 36. 
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brethren, and bote the reproach of 
the wicked. His feet were hurt in 
the ſtocks. The iron entered into 
his ſout; David ſuffered from vio- 
lated friendſhip, the ingratitude 
of dependents, and the rebellion' of - 
a ſon. The Lamentations of ſere- 
miah are full of the pathetic lan- 
guage of diſtreſs. Is it nothing to 
you, O! ye that paſs by ?. . Is there 
any ſorrow like unto my ſorrow® ? Job 
was plunged at once from the pins 
nacle of human happineſs into ad 
abyſs of woe. He might well ſay 
Have pity upon me, O ! my friends! have 


pity upon me : for the hand of the Lord 
hath touched met... It would be 
eaſy to multiply inſtances, were it 
needful. 


= Among ſome of the ſevereſt ſtrok es 
| Fo .. of 


„1 i 1. + Job n 5. 
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of affliction that are moſt common, 
we may rank ſuch as are occaſioned 
by the death of thoſe we love. Some - 
times we behold the tender mother, 
overwhelmed with ſorrow, mourning; 
the loſs of her only child, ſuddenly 
ſnatched from her. The comfort 
and ſupport of her age is gone, gone 
to return no more. Again, we ſee 
the dutiful, the affectionate child, 
lamenting the ſudden and awful exit 
of the tendereſt parent. His ſwoln 
heart is too big for utterance. It 
vents itſelf in tears of ſorrow. A fight 
ſtill more affecting preſents itſelf 
toview. Thefond pair whoſe hearts 
are united, who together ſhare the 
joys of life, and divide its ſorrows, are 
awfully ſeparated, and the ſurvivor 
left with a heart all broken, to lament 
i the 
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the delight of the eye and the joy of 
the heart taken away with a ſtroke. 


Theſe and many other affecting 
events are daily taking place. But 
when the heart bleeds with recent 
grief, is there nothing to bind it up? 
Will nothing eaſe the throbbing 
breaſt? Will no friendly hand wipe 


away the falling tear from the eye 


of ſorrow ? Under affiction 1 IS there 
no relief? 


Call in to the aid of the mournet 
ths ſupports of philoſophy. Preach 
to the afflicted the doctrines of 

the moſt enlightened of the hea- 

thens. Inform them that—things 
are governed by fate they can- 
not be avoided—what cannot. be 
avoided muſt be * endured 


| __—_ mr» 
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 —impatience only adds to the load 
of grief—tears and lamentations are 
abſurd and fruitleſs. What cold 
conſolation! Will theſe: doctrines 
bind up the broken heart? Will theſe 
calm the tumultuous paſſions? Will 
theſe compoſe the agitated mind? 
Will theſe produce an holy ſerenity 
of ſoul? Will thefe inſpire joy and 
peace? Ahl no. | 


Let then the * the glorious 
goſpel of the bleſſed Jeſus, have its 
due praiſe. The gofpel is a ſource 
pf conſolaugn, The. goſpel is a di- 
vine light darting its cheering rays 
through the thickeſt clouds of dark» 
neſs. The goſpel is a rich cordial to 
exhilarate the faintipg ſpirits. The 
goſpel is a ſovereign balm to heal 
the wounded heart. The goſpel | 

TG: | ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks peace to the troubled breaſt. 
Let us hear its charming language, 
A ſparrow ſhall not fall to the ground 
without your father. The very hairs 
of your head are all numbered*. Our 
light affliction, which is but for a mar 

ment, worketh- for us a far more ex- 
 ceeding and eternal weight of gloryt, 
We know that all things work together 
for good, to them that love Gad, 10 them 
who are the called according to his pur» 
poſeh. Gad chaſtiſes us with a father 
ly hand for aur profit$. For a ſeaſon, | 
if need be, ye art in hegyineſs through 
manifald temptations, for the trial of 

your faith**, Me glory in tribular 
tious alſo; knowing, that tribulatian 
Worketh patience, and patience exper 
e ; _ RES ence. ©: GE —— 
It 
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It would be endleſs to quote all 
the paſſages of ſcripture, which re- 
ſpe the providence of God i in ge- 
neral, or the utility of affſictions in 


particular. Let us take ſome of the 


leading ideas of revelation. The 


providence of God extends from the 


higheſt angel to the meaneſt inſect, 
and reaches back to the formation of 
the univerſe, and forwards to the 
conſummation of all things. Divine 
providence is univerſal, holy, wiſe, 
and good, All the infinite variety 
of events, that take place in the 

boundleſs univerſe of God, were 
planned by infinite wiſdom, and 
brought into effect by almighty 
power. The government of uni- 
verſal nature is in the hands of the 


compaſſionate Mediator, who cannot 
err in any of his operations through 


a want 
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2 want of wiſdom, power, or good- 


neſs. He, who tries us by all our 
afflictions, was himſelf a man of ſors 


rows and acquainted with grief. He, 


who was touched with the feeling of 


our infirmity, and was afflicted and 
tempted like as we are, knows what 
ſufferings mean. He ſees us under 
all our trials, ſympathiſes with us, 
and will relieve us. He will lay no 


more upon us than he will enable = 
to bear. Though he cauſe grief he 


will have compaſſion. He will ſtay 
the rough wind in the day of the 
eaſt wind. Into the bitter cup of 
woe, given us to drink, he pours the 


oil of conſolation. And all our trials 
he will render ſubſervient to our ſpi- 


ritual advantage. No apfliction for 


the preſent is joyous, but grieuvous; ne- 


_ vertheleſs ofterward it yieldeth the 


I <-* peaceable 


% 
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peaceable fruit of ri ghteouſneſs to them 
that are exerciſed thereby. Our af- 
flictions are not only ſmall, compared 
with what we deſerve; with what 
Jeſus endured for us, and with the 
far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory in proſpect; but 
they are ſalutary. They are ſent 
to teach us to live leſs upon the 
creature and more upon the Creator; 
to think leſs of the body and more 
of the ſoul; to be leſs concerned 
about this world, and more thought- 
ful of another; to be leſs attentive. 
to the concerns of time, and more to 
thoſe of eternity, They are ſent 
to teach us the evil of fin, our de- 
pendence upon God, the vanity of 
the world, the importance of re- 
| WO the AGO of the Bible, the 
ſweetneſs 


. : ®* Heb. xii. 11. 
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ſweetneſs of the promiſes, and the 
comfort of having a throne of grace 


do which we may go in every time 


of need. In a word, if need be, 
they are ſent for our profit, that we 
might be partakers of the divine 
holineſs. How admirably are theſe 
_ truths adapted not only to compoſe 
the afflifted mind of the believer, 
but to fill it with joy! God does all 

things well. He is too wiſe to err, 
and too good to be unkind. This 

the Chriftian knows, upon the au- 
thority of ſcripture. The believer 
ſees, ſo to ſpeak, the inviſible hand 
of the univerſal Parent guiding, with 
the moſt confummate wiſdom, all 


the ſecret ſprings in the complicated 


machinery of providence, ſo as to 
promote the happineſs of thoſe who 
love God. Then he rejoices in tri- 

E -  bulation,- 
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bulation, and triumphs in diſtreſs. 
All believers are ſupported under 
their afflictions by the divine word 
and promiſes. Unleſs thy word had 
been my delight, ſaid David, 1 ſhould 
have periſoed in my afflicti s. | 


8 * n then does it become 
us to ſeek to be well acquainted with 
the important doctrine of divine pro- 
vidence | This is the only ſolid ſup- 
port in the ſeaſon of affliction. And 
afflictions we muſt expect. How 
ſoon they may come upon us we 
know not. It is good to be prepar- 
ed for them. The brighteſt ſun 
muſt ſet. The cleareſt ſky may ſoon 
be overcaſt with clouds. A fine, 


ſerene, lovely morning, may intro- 


duce a tempeſtuous day. We may 
+ vibe 


* Pl. cxix. 92. 
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be now failing on the ocean of life, 
with a favourable gale, a ſmooth 
ſea, and an unclouded ſky : but, be- 
fore we are aware, the heavens may 
gather blackneſs, the vivid lightnings 
play, the awful thunders roar, the 
tempeſtuous winds ariſe, and the 
raging billows of the troubled ocean 
threaten inſtant death. We arg 
every where expoſed to evil. The 
prudent man foreſeeth. the evil, and hideth 
himſelf * in that pavilion which God 
hath erected. A ſteady faith in di- 
vine providence will prepare us for 
all e events. | 


Let us now conſider the diftreſs 
that is peculiar to the thoughtful 
Chriſtian, which ariſes from a ſenſe 
of his own depravity, and the dan- 
| FEW. gers 


Prov. xxii. 3. 
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gers that ſurround him. Hear his 
pious ſoliloquy. When I conſider 
the depravity of my heart, the al- 
lurements of the world, the deceit- 
fulneſs of fin, the falſe maxims of 
men, the eyil example of thoſe who 
ſurround me, the number of duties I 
have to perform, the multitude of 
afflictions I may be called to endure, 
the variety of difficulties that are be- 
fore me, I tremble ; leſt I ſhould ba 
drawn aſide into the paths of fin, and 
ſo wound my own conſcience, bring 
diſgrace on religion, ſtumble the 
weak, ftrengthen the hands of infi- 
dels, grieve my Chriſtian friends, and 
cauſe the ways of the Lord to be 
evilly ſpoke of, through my impro- 
per conduct. Would you to ſuch a 
man proclaim the dignity of nature, 
delineate the beauties of virtue, and 
| diſplay 
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diſplay the glory of conqueſt? Fee- 

ble expedients! If you would forti- 

fy his mind with courage, have in- 
ſtant recourſe to the promiſes of di- 
vine aid. My grace, faith Chriſt, is 
ſufficient for you. My ſtrength is made 
perfect in weakneſs*. How ſuited are 
theſe precious promiſes to relieve the 
mind! The diſciples of revelation, 
animated by its exceeding great and 
precious promiſes, are more than con- 


querors through him that loved them. 


Finally, the importance of faith 
will appear if we confider the ſup- 
ports it adminiſters in the proſpect of 
death. 


That we St die is. a ane 
teuth. Body and foul muſt be ſe- 
| RE parated. 


* 2 Cor. xii. i 4 Rom. viii. 37. 
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parated. Our preſent mode of ex- 
iſtence muſt terminate. Then we 
muſt bid adieu to the light of day, 
to all the agreeable ſcenes of nature, 
to every enjoyment in life, to our 
neareſt relatives, and moſt intimate 
fciends, What a painful thought ! 
Death in this view of it is affecting: 
but, confidered as the paſſage to eter- 
nity, it appears much more awful. 
In a thoughtful mind this queſtion 
naturally ariſes, Into what ſtate will 
death introduce me? Will it be a 
ſtate of eternal bliſs or endleſs 
woe? Reaſon cannot anſwer this 
inquiry to the ſatisfaction of a dying 
ſinner ; hut leaves him, in his awful 
moments, to the agonies of conjec- 
ture. Does he dream of annihila- 
tion? Nature alarmed, ftarts at the 
unwelcome thought. Does he ex- 


- Hott 
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pect to exiſt in a world of miſery, 5 


to reap the bitter fruits of fin ? This 
terrifies him ſtill more. Nothing 
but faith in Chriſt can afford ſolid 
ſupport to the dying finer.” Chriſt 
hath brought life and immortality to 
light by his goſpel. He has taught . 
the immortality of the ſoul, and the 
abſolute certainty of a future ſtate. 
He has opened the kingdom of hea- 
ven to all believers. In my Father's 
houſe, ſays he, are many manſions. Tf 
it were not ſo I would have told you. 
Had you been previouſly deceived, 
I would have undeceived you, What 
I tell you is fact. There are many 
manfions in glory. T go to prepare a 
place for you. And if I go and pre- 
pare a place for you, * will come again 
and receive you 10 myſelf , that where 
TI am you may be * I am a the Way, 


| _ the 
* John 2 3+ 
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the truth, and the life *. This is the 
record, that God hath given to us eternal 
life : and this life is in his Som, He 
that hath the Son hath life f. The gift 
of God is eternal life, through Feſus 
Chrift our Lordi. He that believeth 
on the Son of God hath everlaſting life, 
and ſhall never come into condemnation. 
Thus the goſpel irradiates the ſhades 
of death, opens a delightful proſpect 
Heyond the grave, and points out the 


path to glory. If faith in the goſpel. 


be ſtrong it will enable the dying 
Chriftian toexclaiminthe triumphant 
language of the apoſtle, O death, 
where is thy fling? O grave, where 
is thy vifory ? The ſling of death is fin; 
and the ſtrength of fin is the law. But 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory ne our Lord Feſus Chrift**. 

In 


| * Joby xiv. 6. tx lie, Fi. t Row. 
vi. 23. {Johov. 24. 1 Cor. XV. 55, &c. 
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In his bleſſed life, the Chriſtian ſees | 
the path, and in his death, the price, 


and in his great aſcent, the proof | 


ſupreme of immortality. This, only 
this ſubdues the fear of death.” That 
you may be long happy in life, and 
at laſt ſupported in death by e. 
cious faith in Chriſt, is | 


Dear Sir, | 
The earneſt prayer : 
Of your friend, &c. 
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Dx SIR, 


N this letter, which will cloſe our 
correſpondence on FAITH, I in- 
tend to point out ſome conſequences 


deducible from what has been al- 


ready written on the ſubject. 


Il begin with your inquiry, Is 


faith a duty?” This, my dear Sir, 


ſeems to be a complex queſtion. In 
order to anſwer this query, it may 


be proper to propoſe feveral other 
inquiries. WHAT are we bound in 
duty to believe? and on WHO does 
the obligation lie? Is it the duty of 
an heathen, without revelation, to 
believe what is revealed to us in the 


ny Scripture ? Is he to believe a 


report 


* 
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report that he never heard ? Ishe to 
credit what it is not in his power to 
hear? Does not faith come by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of 
God? How then ſhould an heathen 
believe in Chriſt, of whom he hath 
not heard? He cannot believe. In 
the nature of things it is impoſſible. 
Does it then appear reaſonable to 
ſuppoſe, that there is any obligation 
to believe, binding upon thoſe to 
whom the object of faith is not re- 
vealed, and who have no means of 
information. 


- But you will reply, In this land 
we have means of information; is it 
the duty of all the inhabitants of Eng- 
land to believe in Chriſt © I anſwer 
this queſtion by propoſing other in- 
quiries. Is not a revelation without 

ability 
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5 ability to underſtand it, the ſame in 
effect as ability without a revelation? 

Can there be faith without know- 

ledge? Can there be knowledge 
without capacity? Are infants, idiots, 
and madmen, under any obligation 
to believe? If fo, muſt they not be- 
lieve without ideas? And is not this 
impoſſible? If reaſon has not begun 
to dawn, or if reaſon be interrupted 
in its operation by the organs of the 
body, orſuſpended through any other 
cauſe, how can the evidence of truth 
be perceived? As faith cannot exiſt 
without evidence to ſupport it, ſo. 
where there is evidence it cannot be 
perceived without a capacity ſuited 
to its perception. And without a 
capacity, I think, there is no obli- 
gation to believe. It appears to me 
that a natural inability exculpates 
„ K men 
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men from all guilt, though they do 
not believe the record that God hath 
given of his Son. That which is ab- 
ſolutely impoſſible in the very nature 
of things is no more a duty binding 
on mankind, than it is a duty in- 
cumbent on me to ſhake the earth 
to its center, turn the current of the 
ocean, or pluck the ſun from its 
. 3 


But is it their duty to believe in 
divine revelation „ who have both 
the means of knowledge, and capa- 
cities adequate to the inveſtigation 
of truth? That it is their duty to ex- 5 
erciſe their reaſon in the purſuit of 
truth, and to uſe the means which 
Providence affords them—will be 
readily acknowledged; and if they 
are really earneſt in the purſuit of 
truth, 
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truth, if they diligently attend to 
the means of acquiring knowledge, 
may we not conclude, that the evi- 
dence of truth will force itſelf upon 
their minds, and they will believe 
the things which make for their 
everlaſting oe 


When! "T9 # ene of truth 
will force itſelf upon their minds, I 
do not mean the evidence of ALL 
truth: for the mental powers of men 


are not ſufficiently ſtrong to enable 


them to underſtand all things. Uni- 
verſal truth is not obtained in this 
preſent ſtate. In this world we ſee 
but in part, we know but in part. 
Nor do I mean to intimate that if all 
were equally diligent in the purſuit 
of truth, all would make the ſame 
progreſs in knowledge and believe 
K 2 A 
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the ſame truths. This 1 think can- 
not reaſonably be expected. F „ 
as variety and uniformity character- 
ize the works of the Deity, 1s it ab- 
ſurd to ſuppoſe that there is a regu- 
lar gradation in the intellectual world, 
and that men riſe one above another, 
in the ſcale of being, from an 1010T 
to a NEwToON ? Are not ſome natu- 
rally capable of perceiving many 
more truths, than others of inferior. 
abilities? Would it then be proper 
to aſſert, that the man whoſe. talents 
are ſmall ought to know as much as 
another who poſſeſſes great abilities? 
Let us hear the word of God : Unto 
whomſeever much is given, of him ſhall 
be much required*. The ſame bene- 
diction is pronounced by our Lordf, 
upon the man who with two talents 
3 | gained 
0 . xii. 48. + Matt. XXV. 20, e. 
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gained two, as upon him who with 
five talents gained five. Their im- 
provement was the ſame in propor- 
tion to the number of talents they 
reſpectively received. If there be 
firſt a willing mind, ſaith the apoſtle, 
it is accepted according to that a man 
HATH, wot according to that he hath 
NoT*. ' For the ſceptre of God's King” 
dom is a right n 


If then we have pigerſy aſd out 
talents in the diligent purſuitof truth, 
if we have ſought it with unpre- 
judiced minds, if we have been 
open to conviction, if we have 
uſed all the means in our power, 

ſuch as reading, hearing, coaver- 
ſation, meditation and Prayet— 
yet after all cannot perceive the 
: evidence of the truth of certain 


K 3 doctrines, 
2 Cor, viii. 12. 1 Pf. zly, 6, 
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doctrines, is ſuch involuntary igno- 
rance criminal? If we do not be- 
lieve becauſe we have been indolent, 
and have not examined the truth, or 
becauſe prejudice blinds our eyes to 
prevent our beholding it, then 1 
think we are criminal. If indolence, 
diſſipation, prejudice, pride, the 
cares, the profits, or the pleaſures of 
life, keep men in unbelief, they are 
juſtly chargeable with guilt, on ac- 
count of the cauſes of their ignorance. 
T his is the condemnation, that light is 
come into the world, and men loved 
darkneſs rather than light, 3E U 
THEIR DEEDS WERE E VII. For 
every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, leſt his 
deeds ſhould be reproved*, 


From 3 ene 
* John iii. 19, 20. | 
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we may learn the 1MPORTANCE OP 
KNOWLEDGE. Of all the abſurdi- 


ties of popery, no one is more glar- 


ing than this maxim, * Ignorance is 
the mother of devotion.” This ſen- 
timent iz quite contrary to reaſon and 


the word of God. Ignorance, ſo far 
from being favourable to genuine ac- 


ceptable devotion, is the parent of 
vice. It was through 1gnorance the 
Jews crucified our Lord. Father, 
forgive them, ſaith the compaſſionate 
Teſus, for they know not what they dos. 


Je, ſaid: Peter to the Jews, denied 


the holy One, and the Fuſt, and defired 


a murderer to be granted unto you, and 


killed the Prince of life...... Now, 


brethren, T wot that through ignorance 


ye did it, as did alſo your rulers+, The 
hidden wiſdom, ſays Paul, which God 
_ ordained before the world unto our glory, 

| K 4 none 
* Labs xxiii, 34. + Adds ili. 14, 15. 17. 


* 
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none of the princes of this world knew + 

for BAD THEY KNOWN IT , THEY: 
WOULD .NOT HAVE CRUCIFIED: 
THE LORD or GLORY®*. Know- 
ledge is the baſis of religion. The 
religion of nature requires for its ſup- 
port ſome knowledge of God. But 
an acquaintance with Jeſus Chriſt and 
the way of ſalvation through him, 


of penitent fingers. This is life eter- 
mal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Feſus Chrift whom thou 
haſt ſent}. A knowledge of Chriſt 
is connected with an application to 
bim. I thau knewe/t the gift of God, 
and wha it is that ſaith to thee, Give . 
me to drink, thou wouldeft have aſked 
of him, and he would have given thee 
living waterf, Without knowledge 

there 


| : * x Cor. ii. ny t John xvii, 3. 8 80 
iv. 10. EF 


EETTER Vo 
there can be no faith; for how can 
we realize truths of which we are 
ignorant? and without faith in Chrift | 
we cannot be ſaved: for he that be- 
lieveth not ſhall be damned. Hethat: 
believeth not is condemned already, be- 
cauſe he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Sm of GodF. * 


From hence we may perceive the 
FOLLY OF PERSECUTION. | Fire, 
ſword, 4 e fines, re- 
proaches. ..... are not calculated to 
promote the intereſt of truth. Truth 
does not require their aid, The 
weapons of truth are not carnal, but 
they are mighiyg. I you with to 
convince men of the truth of any 
doctrine, produce evidence. Reaſon 
with . Seek to enlighten their 


under- 


=» + Mark xvi. 16. + John? lit. 18, Þ 2 Cor, 
X, 4+ 


— — 
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underſtandings. But if, after all, 


they cannot ſee things in the ſame 


light as you do, what right have you 
to perſecute? or what end -will it 
anſwer? Of what utility has perſe- 
cution ever proved? Perſecution may 
make hypocrites of ſome, and pre- 
Judice the minds of others, but 1s not 
likely to be ſerviceable to the cauſe 
it is deſigned to ſupport. Every 
ſpecies of perſecution is abſurd. 


Abuſive epithets, too common in 


diſputes, are not adapted to convince 
an opponent of his error. They 
tend to exaſperate his mind, and pre- 
judice him againſt what you with 
him to believe. It will be difficult 


to convince him you are right while 
your temper is bad. A good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fruit*, If you 


let 
Matt. vii. 18. 
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let bitter invective ſupply the place 
of argument, your opponent will con- 
clude, from your manner of defend- 
ing it, that your cauſe is bad. Re- 
proachful terms are empty ſounds, 
by no means adapted to inform the 
mind. Theſe weapons are often 
uſed for want of better. If at any 
time you attempt to convince thoſe 
who differ from you of their errors, 
manifeſt a ſpirit of love and meek- 
neſs. Speak the truth in love. Con- 
tend earneſtly for the faith in ſuch 
a temper as the goſpel breathes, and 
Chriſt exemplified. Defend your 
ſentiments with modeſty and can- 
dour, Hereby you will inſinuate 
yourſelf into the favor of your op- 
ponents, captivate their affections, 
perhaps win them over to the truth, 
as their minds will be prepared to 

| _ attend 
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attend to what you ſay, and to weigh 
the arguments you advance, to eſta- 
bliſh your cauſe; © 

From what has been written we 
may infer the woRTH oF THE BI 
BEE. The Bible reveals the ob- 
ject of the Chriſtian's faith. There 
thoſe truths are taught which unaſ- 
ſiſted reaſon never diſcovered. The 
moſt important knowledge, the 
knowledge of falvation, 18 communi- 
cated to the mind of the true be- 
liever by means of the Bible. The 
Holy Scriptures are able to make us wiſe 
unto ſalvation, through faith which is 
in Chrift Feſus*. The word of God 
is the inſtrument by which finners 
are converted. They are born again 
by the werd of God+. The word of 


2 Tim. ii. 15. + 1Pet. i. 23. 
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God is the ſpring of knowledge, It 
makes known the true character of 
God. It contains an exact picture 
of human nature. It points out our 
depravity, ignorance, guilt, and ruin. 
It ſhews the evil of our fin, and the 
miſery to which we are expoſed, 
But, bleſſed be God! it does not 
leave us to deſpair. ' It reveals an 
all- ſufficient Saviour. It diſplays 
the glories of his perſon, and the ex- 
cellence of his work. It makes 
known the truths of religion in ge- 
neral, and points out their matchleſs 
glory and ſupreme importance. 'The 

entrance of the divine word into the 
mind giveth light. The word of 
God is the ſource of purity. We 
read of ſandification through the be- 
lief of the truth*. And ſaid Jeſus 
Chrift 

 S2Tha®: 5; l... 
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Chriſt to his Father in his prayer for 
his diſciples, Sandify them through thy 
truth : thy word is truth*. "The word 
of God is the ſpring of comfort. It 
contains good tidings of great joy+-. 


- Henge we read of the joy of faith}. 


With joy believers draw water out 
of the wells of ſalvation opened in 
the goſpel. - In fine, the law of the 
Lord is pxrRrFEcTh. As 2a mean it 
is admirably adapted to accompliſh 
all the wiſe and benevolent purpoſes 
for which it was deſigned. It is PROo- 
FITABLE for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for inſtruction in righteouſ- 
neſs ; that the man of God may be per- 


feet, thoroughly furniſhed unto all good 
works The words that I ſpeak unto 


you, faid Jeſus Chriſt, they are ſpirit 
and they are life. If then we are not 
| profited, 


® -John xvii. 17. + Luke ii. 10. f Phil. 
i. 25. { P{.xix. 7, ** 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
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profited, let us not ſuppoſe that it is 


owing to any defect in the word, as 


an inſtrument, but to ſome defect 


in ourſelves. We read of ſome, to 
whom the goſpel was preached, who 
were not profited by it, and the rea- 
ſon is aſſigned. The word preached 
did not profit them, not being mixed 
with faith in them that heard it. If 
the word of God be not received by 
faith, if it has not an exiſtence in our 
minds, if the glory and importance 
of divine truth be not realized, how 
can we be truly edified! Animal 


| food, unleſs it be digeſted, will not 


contribute to the growth and vigor 
of the body; no more will the word 


of God promote the proſperity of the 


ſoul unleſs it becomes incorporated 


with our underftandings. But it 


does 


8: IN * Heb. iv. 2. 
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does not follow from hence, that 


there is no moral ſuitableneſs in the 


word of God to anſwer the ends for 
which it is ſent. Such a ſuppoſition 
would reflect diſhonor on the Author 
of Revelation. The PERFECTION 
of Scripture is an important point 
that ſhould always be maintained. 


And becauſe che word of God is per- 


fect, we ſhould read it with ſeriouſ- 
nels, attention, reverence, We ſhould 


make it the man of our counſel. We 


ſhould meditate on it nightand day, 
We ſhould receive our religious ideas 
from this perfect ſyſtem of truth; 
and obey all the moral and poſitive 
precepts that are given us in this 


perfect ſyſtem of morals. We ſhould 


adore the goodneſs of God ſor ſo 
rich a gift, It was given at firſt by 
his inſpira. ion, preſerved fince by his 

Provi- 
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providence, ſent to this land, and 


tranſlated into our native language, 
and is now eaſily obtained and freely 


enjoyed. May the God of revela- 


tion ſmile on every attempt to ren- 


der his holy word more generallyß 


known! May the eſtabliſhment of 8 


Sun DAY Schools in this land be 5 
the happy means of inſtructing, pu- 
rifying, comforting thouſands and 


ten thouſands of its inhabitants! May 


generations yet unborn riſe up and 
call God bleſſed for this inſtitution! 


From what has been ſaid we may 


infer the neceſſity of pIVIuE Ix- 


FLUENCE. The influence of the 
Holy Spirit is neceſſary to renew 8 
the heart, to impreſs the mind with 
a ſenſe of the importance of divine 


Y things, and to fix the attention upon 
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ſpiritual objects. By nature ur are 


children of wrath*, poſſeſſed of a 
carnal mind, which is enmity again 
God, which is not ſubject to the law of, 
Gad, neither indeed can ber: for the 


natural man recti vet not the things of 
the Spirit of God, for they are foolifh- 


meſs unto him, neither can he know 
them, becauſe” they are ſpiritually diſ- 
terned. The wicked, through the pride 
ef tus countenance, will not ſeek after 


God: God is not in all his thoughtsX. 
The wwicked ſay unto God, Depart from 
us, for we defire not the knowledge of 


ty ways : what is the Almighty, that 


wur ſluuld ſerve bim? and chat profit 


flundd we have if we pray unto im 


Now while the heart of man is thus 


nn _— and the conduct 


under 


bpb. 1 3. + Rom. vii. 7. 1 Car. ih 
* r 2 I4, 15. 
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under the controlling influence of 
corrupt ' principles, ſpiritual objects 
are not diſcerned in their proper 
point of view. Many revealed facts 
may be admitted, but their u- 
' PORTANCE, though ever ſo clearly 
pointed out, does not ſtrike the mind. 
The mind does not realize the inſi - 
nite importance of thoſe things which 
the ſcriptures reveal, While an 
averfion to divine things prevails in 
the heart, or while men love dark- 
neſs rather than light, they will not 
come to the light, or they will ſhut 
their eyes, that the light may not 
enter. Hence the word of God re- 
_ preſents thofe who are unconverted 
as being in a ftate of moral darkneſs. 
Te were ſometimes darkneſs*. Ye art 
called out of r The apoſtle 
L 2 was 
2 Eph. v.8. "FOO 
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was ſent 10 open the eyes of men, and 
to turn them from darkneſs to-light*. 
He that hateth his brother is in dark- 
neſs. But when the Spirit of God 
opens the heart, as he did the heart 
of Lydia, divine light enters. When 
the mind is renewed by a divine 
energy, there is a love of truth ex- 
cited in the breaſt, the heart is open 
to receive the truth, and its mighty 
influence is felt. They who are 
born of the Spirit are light in the 
Lord, they are taught of God, they 
have different views of things from 
what they had before. Old things 
paſs away, and all things become 
new. New ideas ariſe in the mind, 
the affections receive a new direc- 
tion, and the will is turned to new 
objects. 585 e 
p From +» 
Acts xxvi, 18, + 1 John i. 11. 
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From the preceding obſervations, 
we may infer. the neceſſity of 


PRAYER and -WATCHFULNESS. If. 


it be the work of the Holy Spirit, by 


his ſecret influence on the heart, to 


fix the attention on divine things, 
and to impreſs. the mind with a ſenſe 
of their importance, we ſhould be 
earneſt in our ſupplications to God 
for. the conſtant, powerful operation 
of his ſpirit. When God foretold 
the reſtoration of the Jews from their 
captivity in Babylon, and promiſed 
to preſerve them from idolatry, he 


* . 


thus pointed out his work and their 


5 duty. A new heart will I give You, 
and a new ſpirit will I put withinyou. 


. . | will put my Spirit within you, 


and cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes. 
+ +++] WILL YET FOR THIS BE IN= 
QUIRED OF BY THE HOUSE OF. [s- 
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RAEL, TO DO ir FOR THEM*.. In 
the word of God we are directed to 
be inan in prayer. There are 
promiſes to animate us to this duty. 
F amy of you lack wiſdom, let him aſt. 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not ; and it ſhall be 
given himt. Here likewiſe we meet 
with examples to quicken us. David 
prayed to God for the illumination 
of his mind, Open thou mine eyes that I 
may behold wondrous things out of thy 
tawh. Solomon prayed for wiſdom, 
and the Lord granted his requeſtF. 
Paul prayed for the Epheſians, that 
they might receive the Spirit of. wiſe 
dcm; and for the Philippians, that 
their love might abound yet more and 
more in knowledge and in all judge 


© Eze. xxxvi. 20,27; 37. 1 Rom. xii. 12. 
＋ James i. 5. $F Pf. cxix. 18. J Kings iii. 2. 
* Eph. i. 16, 17. 


LETTER Viz. wg». 
ments. As the heart is deceitful, 
above all things, and deſperately wicked t, 
it is eaſily. drawn. afide from God, 
unleſs it be preſerved by the al- 
mighty power of his Spirit. When 
we read, our thoughts frequently 
wander. When we hear, our at- 
tention is not always fixed. When 
we meditate, vanity often poſſeſſes 
the mind. When we with to be moſt 
devout, one circumſtance or another 
diverts the mind, and interrupts de- 
votion. The world, by its captiy 
vating charms, ſtrikes the ſenſes, 
ſeizes. the attention, inflames the 
_ paſſions, and draws away the heart, 
Riches dazzle the eye; honor en- 
chants the mind, pleafures allure the 
ſenſe. When we retire from the 
world for the exerciſes of devotion, 
Os. „ the 
Phil. i. 9. 4 Jer. xvii. 9. 
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the world often poſſeſſes the ima- 
gination and the heart. Al that is 
in the world, the luſt of the fleſh, and 
the luft f the eyes, and the pride of 
Ves, is inſnaring to the depraved 
heart of man. Let us then daily ad- 
dreſs our prayers to God, for the in- 
fluences of his Spirit to preſerve us 
from falling amidſt ſo many ſur- 
rounding dangers, and to diſpoſe 
our minds to pay the moſt ſerious 
attention to ys of a ſpiritual 
nature, | 


The more regular and devout we 
are in our applications to the throne 
of grace, the more ſhall we feel of 
the power of godlineſs. Then the 
truths of Chriſtianity will more deep- 
| ty affect us, the pleaſures of piety 
* will 
| ® x Jchn il. 16. 
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will be more enjoyed, and the ex- 
cellence of religion will be more 
ſtrikingly exemplified in our lives. 


It is therefore our duty and intereſt 
cheerfully to embrace every oppor- 
tunity that preſents itſelf of calling 
upon the God of all grace in the - 


cloſet, the family, and the church. 


We have every encouragement to 


pray. A way is opened, through 
the blood of atonement, for our ac- 
ceſs unto God. At his right-hand 
we have a powerful advocate, Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ever liueth to make inter- 


ceſfen*. With him God is well 


pleaſed, and through him he An 
graciouſly promiſed to hear our 
prayers. | | 


To PRAYER we muſt join waTCH- 


* 


* Heb. vii. 25. 


FULNESS, 


. 
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FULNESS. IV hat I ſay unto you, T ſay. 
unto all, waren“. Watch, and pray. 
that ye enter not into temptationy. The 
heart is fo deceitful, that, -unleſs we 
cloſely watch its motions, it will de- 
ceive us, by repreſenting objects in 
an improper light. It deceives, by 
falſe repreſentations of God; inſinu- 
ating either that he does not fee fin, 
or does not regard it; either 
that he is too merciful to puniſh, or 
too juſt to pardon. . . . . Itdeceives by 
falſe repreſentations of ourſelves, 
inſinuating that we are better than 
we really are, if we ruſh into tempta- 
tion we can refiſt it, a ſmall indul- 
gence will ſatisfy, we will fin but 
once. . . It deceives, by the apolo- 
gies it makes for fin, ſuch as human 
nature is depraved, our fituation is 
EE” | OY not 
„Mark xiii. 37. 1 Matt. xvi. 41. 
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not favorable to virtue, our ſtrength ' 
is ſmall, teraptations are ſtrong, we 
can do nothing of ourſelyes, it is a 


fin of infirmity, it is but a little one, 
others are worſe than we are, the 
beſt are imperfeQ.... . It deceives, 
by painting vice in the colorsof vir- 

tue, repreſenting moroſeneſs as ſeri- 

_ ouſneſs, levity as cheerfulneſs, ava» 
rice as frugality, extravagance as ge- 
neroſity, ambition as magnanimity, 


pride as meekneſs, bigotry as zeal, 
indifference as candor..... It de- 
ceives, by carrying thoſe things that 


are in themſelves virtuous beyond 


their proper line, till they degenerate 


"OT 3 þ "2 
into vice. Thus the heart is deceit» 


ful. Sin is of a deceitful hardening 
nature. The world is deceitful in 


its promiſes of happineſs. And Satan 


has his devices to inſnare the Chriſ- 
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tian. Theſe conſiderations ſhow the 
neceſſity of watchfulneſs. For, as 
we are generally affected according 
to the light in which objects ſtrike 
the mind, we ſhould be very cau- 
tious leſt we view things in a falſe 
light, and fo be drawn afide from 
the line of duty into the torbbdden 
| pars of fin. ms 


From the view we have taken of 
the ſubject before us, we may learn 
the reaſonableneſs of AN DOR. 
Thoſe, who are renewed in the ſpi- 
rit of their minds, may differ in their 
ſentiments reſpecting many contro- 
verted points of doctrine. They de- 
fire and pray to know the truth as it 
is in Feſus, but the evidence of ſome 
truths does not ſtrike the minds of 
all. Some are capable of taking a 
: more 
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more extenſive view than others. 
Some enjoy greater advantages than 
others, and therefore a greater pro- 
greſs i in knowledge is reaſonably ex- 
pected. But let not the ſtrong deſpiſe 
the weak. Let not the brother of 
low degree be evilly ſpoken of by 
his brother of exalted rank. Who 
maketh men to differ? What have 
any that they did not receive? If 
they received it, why do they glory 
as if they did not receive it? Per- 
| haps the difference among Chriſ- 
tians, reſpecting their religious ſenti- 
ments, is much lefs in reality than we 
are ſometimes willing to admit. 
Some differ not ſo much reſpecting 
revealed truths, as human interpre- 

ta tions. Others differ more in words 
than ideas. Many diſputes are only 
logomachies, But after all, admitting 
that 
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that there is a real difference in the 
ſentiments of proſeſfing Chriſtians, 
and that ſome are in great errors re- 
ſpecting divine truth, is it for us to 
ſay how far they are criminal on this 
account? Do we know the full ex- 

tent of their underſtandings ? Are 
we acquainted with the difficulties 
they have to encounter? Do we make 
that allowance, which juſtice de- 
mands, for their different modes of 
education, different habits of think- 
ing, different means of knowledge, 
&c. &c.? Do we know their hearts? 
Can we ſafely affirm what errors are 
the fruit of pride - hat errors ſpring 
from indolence—what errors are the 
effect of prejudice? If not, to uſe 


. the ſofteſt terms, is it not raſh and 


umwarrantable, to condemn or even 
cenſure our fellow Chriſtians, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe they differ from us in ſome 
ſpeculative points of polemic di- 
vinity ? Are we their judge? Are 
they accountable to us? No. We 
myſt all fand before the judgment-ſeat 
¶ Ghrife*. Is it for us to anticipate 
the deciſive ſentence ? Is it for us to 
Hurl the thunderbolts of vengeance? 
Shall man, a puny mortal, aſcend the 
throne of the univerſal. Sovereign, 
arraign profeſſing Chriſtians at his 
tribunal, and pronounce the awful 
ſentence of everlaſting condemna- 
tion upon thoſe who, with a magna - 
nimity that ennobles the man and 
becomes the Chriſtian, refuſe to bow 
before his ſhrine and ſubſcribe his 
religious formulary, but dare to aſ- 
ſert their native rights and think 
for themſzlves? _ eons F 

|  laſtead 
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| Inſtead of condemning others let 
us EXAMINE OURSELVES. This is 


the way to derive real advantage 


from the ſubject of theſe letters. Re- 
ligion is of a perſonal nature. Let. 
us therefore ſeriouſly inquire what 
influence the truths of religion have 


upon us. Do we believe that God 


is ever preſent, that he ſees all our 
actions, and will call us to account? 
Are we awed by the conſideration of 
theſe truths? Do we realize the pre- 


ſence of God? Does a ſenſe of the 


divine preſence animate our dexo- 
tions, influence our conduct in the 
buſy world, an! diſpel the gloom of 
ſolitude ? Do we view the hand of 
God in the diſpenfations of his pro- 
vidence? Does this ſweeten the re- 
Nſn of proſperity, and ſupport us in 
the day of adverſity? Do we believe 
VV»'ÿfk a7; F that 
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x that we have finned againſt God, 
and are juſtly able to his diſplea- 
| ſure? Have we ſeriouſly inquired, . 
What muſt we do to be ſaved? Who 
ſhall deliver us from wrath to come? 
Do we believe in Jeſus Chriſt ? In 
what light does he appear to us? Do 
we view him as a root out of à dry 
ground, without form or comelineſs, 
without any beauty that we ſhould 
deſire him? Or, does he appear to 
us as the chief among ten thouſands, 
the altogether lovely? Is he precious 
to us, as he is to all them that be- 
heve? Do wEz LOVE CHRIST? 
Many other inquiries may be pro- 
poſed ; but, after all, this is the 
grand queſtion. Love to Chriſt is 
the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of a 
Chriſtian, Whatever be the cir= 
eumſtances of men, whatever be their 


1 characters, 
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characters, whatever be their pro- 


feſſion, if they truly love Chriſt, they 
belong to him: but if they have no 


1 


that In Feſus Chrift neither circumciſion 


availeth any thing, nor uncircumci ſion; 


but FAITH WHICH WORK ETH BY 


LOVE®, 

; Lam, 

Dear Sir, 
With great reſpect, 


< 


Your ſincere friend. 
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